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BY-LAWS, &c. 



LAW to prevent Nuifances in thp 
Streets. 

No perftm to dig or break up thejlreeis. 

IT is hereby ordered, That no perfon mall break or 
dig up the ftones or the ground in any of the 
ftreets, lanes, alleys or other public highways or 
places in this town, for the laying or repairing of 
any drain, or for or upon any occalion whatever, 
without the leave or licenfe of the Selectmen, in 
writing, figned by them, or fome perfon authorized 
by them for that purpofe, firft had and obtained, on 
pain of forfeiting Four Dollars for every offence. 

And whofoever fliall, by virtue of fuch leave or li- 
cenfe, or otherwife, break up the pavement, or dig 
or caufe to be broken up or dug any part of the 
pavement, or any of the ground in any ftreet, lane, 
alley, or other public highway or place in this town, 
fliall, within fuch time as the Selectmen fhall grant 
or order, after the fame is broken or dug up, caufe 
the fame to be fufficiently repaired and amended to 
the fatisfaclion of the Selectmen, on pain of forfeit- 
ing the fum of Fmr Dollars, and alfo the fum of Four 
Dollars for each and every week, until the fame, by 
him, her or them, or by his, her, or their order, and 
at his, her or their coft and expenfe, be properly 
and duly amended and repaired as aforefaid. 

Fences 
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Fences to drains and openings injlrcets require 

And it is further ordered^ That when any c 
fhall be opened or laid, and the dirt or rubbifh there- 
from fhall be laid in any ftreet, lane, alley or other 
public highway or place in this town, the perfon or 
perfons opening or laying the fame, fhall caufe a rail 
or other fuflicient fence to be fo fixed as to inclofe 
fuch drain^ and the dirt and rubbifh thrown into 
the ftreet as aforefaid ; and fuch fence fhall be con- 
tinued during the whole time fuch drain fhall be 
open or be laying or cleanfing. And a lighted lan- 
tern or other good light fhall be fixed to fome part 
of fuch fence, or to a pole, or fome other proper ele- 
vation over fuch open drain, and the dirt accruing 
therefrom, from the dufk in the evening and fhall 
be continued lighted until midnight, every evening 
or night during the whole time fuch drain fhall lay 
open, or be laying or repairing ; under the penalty 
that the perfon or perfons, at whofe coft, or by whofe 
direction, the fame fhall be opened, laid or repaired, 
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Four Dollars for any 
and every neglect herein. 

Rejlriclions on perfons ereBing or repairing buildings. 

And it is hereby ordered^ That when and as often 
as any perfon or perfons fhall mean and intend to 
erect any building upon his, her or their land abut- 
ting upon any of the ftreets, lanes, alleys, or other 
public highways or places in this town, or mean or 
intend to repair any building fo abutting, the Select- 
men, by themfelves or by any perfon empowered by 
them, may fet off or allot, which they are hereby di- 
rected and empowered to do, fuch part or portion 
of the ftreet or other public highway or place adjoin- 
ing thereto, as they in their difcretion fhall think 
neceffary and fuflicient for the purpofe, obferving 
neverthelefs to do the fame with as fmall detriment 

as 
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as poflible, and fo as to leave in all parts, where it 
can be done, fufEcient room for all carts and car- 
riages to pafs notwithstanding. And the part or por- 
tion fet off or fo allotted fhall be ufed for laying all 
the materials for any fuch building or repairing, and 
for receiving the rubbifh arifing therefrom. And 
all the rubbifh arifing therefrom or thereby fhall be 
fully and entirely removed and carried away, at the 
expenfe of the perfon or perfons fo building or re- 
pairing, and which fhall be done in fuch convenient 
time as fuch Selectmen fhall, for that purpofe, limit 
and appoint. And whoever mail offend, either in 
laying any materials, for the purpofes aforefaid, or 
either of them, in any of the flreets or other public 
highways or places in this town, or in neglecting to 
remove fuch rubbifh, fhall feverally and refpectively 
forfeit and pay, for every particular and refpective 
offence, the fum of Four Dollars reflectively, and alfo 
Four Dollars weekly for every week any fuch materi- 
als or rubbifh fhall remain or be permitted to con- 
tinue beyond the time by fuch Selectmen allowed 
and appointed for removing the fame. 

And to the intent that ail the flreets and other 
highways, and public places in the town may be 
kept hereafter as clean and free from dirt and filth 
as poflible -, 

It is hereby ordered, That no perfon fhall hereafter 
carry, cart or throw, or caufe to be carried, carted 
or thrown, into any of the flreets, janes, alleys or 
other public places in this town, any duft, dirt, 
dung, foot, garbage, carrion, fhreds, fhavings, filth, 
foil, oyfler fhells or rubbifh. (other than in manner 
directed from time to time by the Selectmen, or the 
Board of Health) or any offals, or any kind of thing 
made and accumulated, or being in any of their re- 
fpective houfes, out-houfes, barns, flables, fhops or 

yards. 
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yards, or in any of the dependencies thereof, or ap* 
purtenances thereto, any or either of them, upoii 
pain of forfeiting and paying for every offence the 
fum of One Dollar. And in cafe any perfon or perfons 
fo offending, mall refufe or neglect to remove fuch 
matter or thing before enumerated, in 1 2 hours after 
notice given to him, her or them fo to remove the 
fame, the laid perfon or perfons fhall be fubjecfc to a 
new penalty of Two Dollars for every fuch offence. 

Snow and ice not to be heaped in thejlreets. 

It is hereby ordered, That no perfon or perfons 
whatever, hereafter fhall carry, cart, throw or lay, or 
caufe to be carried, carted, thrown or laid, any large 
body or bodies of ice, or any pile or heap of fnow, 
in any of the ftreets, lanes or alleys of this town ; but 
wherever the fame is or mall be carried out from any 
yard or other place refpectively, he, fhe or they car- 
rying the fame, or caufing the fame to be fo carried 
out, fhall break or caufe to be broken into fmall 
pieces, and evenly fpread upon the ftreet, lane or alley 
refpectively, all fuch ice ; and in like manner fhall 
fpread or caufe to be fpread, all fuch fnow carried out 
as aforefaid ; and every perfon offending herein, 
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dollars for every 
offence. 

Overmen regulated. 

And it is hereby further ordered, That no oyfter- 
man fhall hereafter throw, caft or lay any oyfter 
fhells in any of the ftreets, lanes, alleys or other pub- 
lie places in this town, under the penalty of forfeiting 
and paying the fum of Two Dollars for every breach 
of this order. But when he fhall open any oyfters 
in any ftreet, lane, alley or other public place in this 
town, every fuch oyfterman fhall put the fhells in- 
to his bag, wheelbarrow or other vehicle, and carry 

them 
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them to fuch place or places in this town, as the Se- 
lectmen fhall appoint for laying and piling up oyfter 
fhells, which they are hereby directed to appoint and 
appropriate for that purpofe. 

Wood not to he left in thejlreets. 

It is hereby ordered^ That no perfon or perfons fhall 
fuffer or permit any cord Wood or other lire wood, 
by him, her or them purchafed, contracted for or or- 
dered, unneceffarily to be, lay or remain in any of 
the ftreets, lanes, alleys or other public places or high- 
ways in this town* after dark in the evening, under 
the penalty of Three Dollars for each offence. Nor 
fhall any greater quantity than two loads of fuch 
wood be permitted on any pretence to lay or contin- 
ue in any ftreet, lane or other public highway or 
place in this town after dark, and then not without 
a fuflicient light kept or placed over or near the fame 
until twelve o'clock at night, fo as to give fuffi- 
cient notice to all the inhabitants, and thereby pre- 
vent injury to all perfons paffing and repafling, un- 
der the penalty that the proprietor or perfon to 
whom fuch wood fhall belong, fhall forfeit and pay 
the fum of One Dollar for each load fo placed. Nor 
fhall any fuch perfon or perfons fuffer or permit any 
fuch wood, at any time, by day or by night, to lay 
or remain in any ftreet, lane, alley or other public 
highway or place in this town, fb as to fhut up or 
unneceffarily obftruct the fame, under the penalty 
of Two Dollars for every offence. 

LAW 
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LAW to regulate trie ConduA of Per- 
fons in the Streets. 

Foot -ball, throwing offlones'-and fnow-balls forbidden - 

jT is hereby ordered, That whiofoeVer fhall, at any 
time hereafter, ufe the exercife of playing orkick- 
ing of foot-ball, or fhall be guilty of throwing of 
ilones or fnow-balls, within any of the ftreets, lanes or 
alleys of this town, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of 
Fifty Cents for every offence, to be paid by each offen- 
der refpectively ; which fine or penalty fhall be paid, 
where any offender herein fhall happen to be under 
age, by the parent or guardian cf any fuch offender. 

Gaming forbidden. 

And it is further ordered, That no perfon or perfons 
jfhall prefume to game or play, for any money or oth- 
er thing, at any fort of game,- with dice, cards, paw- 
paws, coppers, cents or half-pence, or with any 
other coin or thing whatever, in any of the ftreets, 
lanes, alleys, or in any of the market places, or on any 
of the wharves of this town, on pain of forfeiting for 
each and every offence the fum of Fifty Cents. 

^ wing of guns forbidden. 

It is hereby ordered, That no perfon fhall fire or dis- 
charge any gun or piftol from any top of any houfe, 
or in any of the ftreets, wharves, lanes, alleys, yards, 
paftures, gardens or other inclofures, or from the 
commons or hills in any part of this town, loaded 
with ball or fhot, or powder only, unlefs in the juft 
and leg;al defence of himfelf, fome one or more of 
his family, or of his or her goods or property, un- 
lawfully attacked, or attempted to be injured, taken 

away 



OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON. 9 

away or deftroyed, under pain of forfeiting and pay- 
ing the fum of Two Dollars for every offence. 

Fire-works forbidden. 

It is hereby ordered, That no perfon or perfons fhall 
throw or fet on fire any fquibs, ferpents, rockets or 
other fire-works, within any of the ftreets, lanes or 
alleys of this town, or upon or from any houfe with- 
in the fame, or on any wharf, without leave firft 
obtained from the Selectmen ; under the penalty of 
Four Dollars for every offence. 



LAW to prevent Brick and Lime- 
Kilns, &c. 

TT is hereby ordered, That no perfon or perfons from 
henceforth fhall erecl:, make or fire, or caufe to be 
erected, made or fired, within any part of this town, 
any Brick-kiln, or Lime-kiln, or any furnace for the 
melting of iron or other metals ; but in fuch places 
as the Firewards fhall, by their licenfe, in writing, al- 
low and approve of for fuch purpofe, on pain of for- 
feiting and paying the fum of Five Dollars for each 
and every week the fame fhall continue. 

And no cooper or coopers in this town, fhall jB 
or burn any cafk in any fliop, ware-houfe or other 
place, than in a fufficient brick or flone chimney, 
made convenient for that ufe, on pain of forfeiting 
and paying the fum of Two Dollars for every offence. 

Fire not to be made in the open air. 

It is Ijereby ordered, That whofoever fhall kindle or 

make any fire,open or abroad, within two rods of any 

B wooden 
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wooden houfe, ware-houfe, wood pile, or any other 
combuftible matter fubject to take fire (except in 
Clip-carpenter's building-yards, and fet work coop- 
er's works, a careful perfon {landing by to watch 
the fame) mail forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dol- 
lars for every offence. 

Provided alfo, That this order fhall riot be under- 
ftood, or intended, to debar or hinder any trades- 
man or others, from kindling charcoal in a pot or 
pan out of doors, nigh their houfe or fhop, at any 
time during the day-light only, and provided alfo 
that fome careful perfon ftand by to watch the fame 
while it fhall be continued in the open air. 

Fire on board vejfels. Reftriclion. 

It is hereby ordered, That every matter of any vef- 

fel, lying at or near to any wharf, on board of which 

fire fhall be kept burning after 9 o'clock at night, 

or be kindled before 5 in the morning, fhall forfeit 

and pay the fum of One Dollar for every offence. 



LAW to prevent Nuifances on the 
Common, &c. 

j s hereby ordered, That no perfon fhall hereafter 
break, dig up or carry away any of the fward, 
gravel, fand, turf or earth in or from any part of the 
Common, or common lands of this town, unlefs by 
order of the Selectmen, for the purpofe of fome pub- 
lic ufe, on pain of forfeiting the fum of Four Dollars 
for every offence. 

And 
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And no perfon fhall lop, peal, girdle, deface or de- 
ftroy any of the trees growing, or hereafter to grow, 
or which hereafter {hail be planted in the Common, 
or common lands, or in any ftreet or public place, 
by order of the Selectmen, or by their approbation, 
under the penalty of Five Dollars for every offence 
herein. 

And no perfon fhall lay, cart or fpread any dead 
carcafs, ordure, filth, ftones or rubbifh upon any 
part of the Commoner common lands of this town, 
unlefs it be the duft and dirt of the town collected 
by the Scavengers, or by thofe whom the Selectmen, 
pr Board of Health may or fhall contract with for 
collecting the duft and dirt from the houfes, yards 
and public ftreets, lanes and alleys of the town, un- 
der the penalty of Three Dollars for every offence 
herein. 

And no horfe, ox, fteer, heifer, fheep, goat, 
calf or fvvine fhall be fuffered to go at large or feed 
upon the Common, or common lands or public pla- 
ces in this town, on any pretence whatever, under the 
penalty that the owner or owners thereof reflective- 
ly fhall forfeit and pay for each of fuch creatures the 
fum of One Dollar for every offence herein ; nor fhall 
any fuch be permitted to go at large in any of the 
ftreets within the neck of Bofton, except fuch as are 
under the immediate care of fome perfon, and driv- 
ing to market ; on pain that the owner or owners 
thereof fhall forfeit and pay the fum of One Dollar for 
every horfe, ox, fteer, heifer, fheep, goat, calf or 
fwine that mail be found going at large or feeding 
as aforefaid. 

LAW 
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LAW for the Regulation of Chimneys 
and Sweepers. 



Chimneys defective, to be viewed, &c. 



I T , 



is hereby ordered, That the Selectmen, upon com- 
plaint made to them, or otherwife upon their own 
knowledge of any defective chimney or other fire 
place within this town, from time to time fhall take 
effectual care to have the fame infpected and exam- 
ined, and fhall order the fame to be fpeedily amended 
and repaired (if the fame can be properly done) or 
otherwife to be taken down and demolifhed. But 
if the owner or owners of fuch chimney or fire place, 
after an order from the Selectmen in writing, or a 
copy of fuch order for that purpofe, duly certified by 
the Town Clerk, or by any perfon impowered by 
the Selectmen, and ferved upon him, her or them, 
mall wilfully neglect to amend or take down the 
fame ; then and in fuch cafe, the owner or owners 
of any fuch chimney or fire place fhall forfeit and 
pay the fum of Five Dollars, and the like fum of Five 
Dollars for every after offence of the fame kind ; and 
the Selectmen for the time being fhall have full and 
legal power and authority to order and direct, and 
they are hereby required to caufe, the fame chimney 
or fire place to be taken down and abated as a com- 
mon nuifance. And the owner or owners of fuch 
chimney or fire place in fuch cafe fhall exonerate, 
bear, pay and fatisfy the whole expenfe and charge 
of abating fuch nuifance, in removing and taking 
down all and every fuch chimney and fire place. 

Szveepers to be licenfed. 

It is ordered, and the Selectmen are hereby direct- 
ed and impowered, to appoint or licenfe, from time 
to time, fukable perfons to be fweepers of chimneys 

in 
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in this town, who, and whofe feveral apprentices, 
fhallwear proper badges, to be appointed by the Se- 
lectmen, and whofe wages, for their work and fer- 
vice in chimney fweeping, fhall not exceed the 
rates, from time to time to be fixed and appointed 
by the Selectmen. 

And if any perfon, who fhall not be fo appointed or 
licenfed as aforefaid, fhall prefume, either by himfelf 
or herfelf, or by his or her fervant, to undertake the 
fweeping of any chimney in this town, except fuch as 
ate under hisor her own improvement, every iuch per- 
fon fhall forfeit and pay the fum oi Three Dollars for 
every chimney fo improperly and unduly fwept. 

And if any inhabitant of this town fhall employ 
any perfon (excepting his or her own fervant, liv- 
ing in his or her own houfe) to fweep any of his, or 
her chimney or chimneys, in this town, other than 
one of fuch chimney fvveepers fo licenfed by the 
Selectmen as aforefaid, every fuch inhabitant, fo of- 
fending, fhall forfeit and pay not lefs than the fum 
of Two Dollars, nor more than Four Dollars. 

Chimneys to be regularly and feajonably fwept. 

It is ordered, That if any chimney fhall take fire 
through foulnefs, for want of being regularly fwept, 
and fhall blaze out at the top, the occupier of the 
houfe to which fuch chimney fhall belong, fhall for- 
feit and pay the fum of Two Dollars., unlefs it fhall hap- 
pen within thirty days after fuch chimney fhall have 
been fwept ; in which cafe, the perfon who latt 
fwept the fame fhall forfeit and pay the like fum of 
Two Dollars, provided, fuch fire fhall be occafioned 
through foulnefs cr any defect in fweeping the 
fame. 

And 
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And upon complaint made to any of the Select- 
men, either by the chimney fweepers or any of 
them, or by any other of the inhabitants of this 
town, againit. any peribn or perfons neglecting to 
have their chimney or chimneys fwept, the fame 
being foul, in every fuch cafe the Selectmen, or any 
perfon impowered by them, are hereby directed to 
infpect and view, or order to be infpected and view- 
ed, and to them reported, every fuch chimney com- 
plained of as aforefaid. And if upon fuch view and 
action and report, they, or the perfon fo impower- 
ed by them, ihall judge the fame to be unfafe or dan- 
gerous to make and keep fire therein, by reafon that 
the fame is or are foul and want fweeping, and fhall 
fignify the fame to the perfon or perfons then in pof- 
fefiiori of the tenement to which fuch chimney or 
chimneys belong; then, and in every fuch cafe, the 
occupier or occupiers of every fuch houfe or tene- 
ment fhall forfeit and pay the fum of One Dollar for 
every day \n which, fire fhall be made or kept there- 
after in any fuch chimney refpectively, until the fame 
fhall be fufficiently fwept. 



LAW to regulate Trucks, Carts, 
Sleds, &c, 

JT is hereby ordered. That no perfon fhall ufe or 
drive, or caufe to be ufed or driven, any truck or 
trucks whofe fides mall exceed in length 24 feet, 
from the end of the fhaft to the extreme end of the 
fide, under the penalty of forfeiting and paying Five 
Dollars for every offence. 

No perfon mall carry in his, her or their cart, 
truck, fled or drag, at one and the fame time, 
throughanyof the ftreets, lanes or alleys of this town, 

any 
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any load exceeding one ton in weight, except the 
fame may be any one fingle article not proper to befep- 
arated (as one cable, one anchor) on pain of forfeit- 
ing and paying the fum of Two Dollars. 

And no perfon mail carry on his truck or cart, 
at one and the fame time, more than four feet of 
cord wood or fire wood, through any of the itreets, 
lanes or alleys of this town, except fplit or dry pine, 
from the firft. day of March to the firft day of June, 
under the penalty of forfeiting and paying the fum. 
of Two Dollars. 

And every truck, cart or fled belonging to any 
inhabitant of the town,fha!l be marked with the ini- 
tials of the Chriftian, and the whole of the furname 
of the owner or owners of the fame, ftrongly and 
legibly in paint, upon a plate of tin or iron, and alfo 
numbered in the fame manner ; which plate fo mark- 
ed and numbered fhall be fecured and fattened to the 
near fhaft of every truck, and to fome confpicuous 
part of every cart and fled ; fo as to be clearly viii- 
ble and difcernible to the eyes of all pafiing and re- 
paying the ftreets during the day light (fuch marks 
and numbers to be regulated by the Selectmen) un- 
der the penalty that every owner or owners of any 
fuch truck, cart or fled, ufed or employed in any 
part of this town, without being fo marked and num- 
bered, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dollars for 
every time fuch truck, cart or fled fhall be ufed or 
employed in any part of this town. 

And the tire of every wheel of every cart or 
trucks ufed in this town, which fhall be drawn by 
more than one horfe, fhall be of the breadth of four 
inches, or as near as may be, and the nails of the tire 
of all fuch wheels fhall be flat, on pain that the own- 
er of every c<art or truck, having wheels whofe tire 
7 fhall 
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{hall be of Yds breadth, or having the nails Qtherwife 
than as aforefaid, mall forfeit and pay the fum of 
Two Do/Jars for every week that any fuch cart or 
truck, with wheels otherwife tired or nailed, fhall 
be ufed or worked in this town. 

And no more than two hones mail be permitted 
to be harneifed to or draw any truck, cart, fled or 
drag in or through any part or parts of this town,un- 
lefs for the carriage of any one fmgle article exceed- 
ing one ton in weight, and which cannot be divid- 
ed, under the penalty of forfeiting and paying Two 
Dollars for each and every offence. 

Provided ' never th clefs, That the Selectmen or Officer 
of Police, upon fpecial application, may have liberty 
to allow of more than two horfes to draw any cart 
or fled. 

And the fellies of the wheels of every drag machine 
ufed in this town after the ift day of September next, 
for carting timber, that fhall exceed one ton in 
weight, fliall be eight inches in width at the leaft, and 
tired as dircclcd for trucks and carts, and under the 
like forfeiture and penalty. 



LAW to regulate the Stands of Carts, 
Trucks, and Sleds. 

jT'u hereby ordered, That the Selectmen be author- 
ized and impowered, from time to time, as occa- 
sion may require, to appoint fuch and fo many 
ftands for all kinds of carts, trucks, fleds and wheel- 
barrows, as to them fhall appear requifite ; to fome 
one or other of which ftands all drivers of fuch carts, 
trucks and fled? fliall repair with their carriages 

and 
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and horfes, when unemployed in the day. And any 
driver or owner of a cart, truck, fled or wheelbar- 
row, who fhall ftand in any other place than fuch as 
fhall be directed by the Selectmen, fhall forfeit and 
pay for every offence One Dollar. 

Each and every owner or driver of a cart, truck 
or fled fhall place his horfes and cart or truck 
lengthways, clofe to the polls or abutting ftone of the 
footwalk of the flreet in which he fhall (land, under 
the penalty of One Dollar for every neglect. 

And no more than one range of carts or trucks 
fhall ftand in ftreets not more, than 30 feet wide, and 
not more than one range on each fide in ftreets 
which are of a greater width than 30 feet ; and in 
fquares and other large open places they fhall be ar- 
ranged by order, and conform to the directions of 
the Selectmen or Surveyors of highways ; and eve- 
ry driver neglecting to conform to this law fhall 
forfeit and pay One Dollar for every offence. 

If any waggoner, carter, truckman, or other driv- 
er of any carriage, fled or fleigh, for pleafure or 
burthen, fhall ftop or place any fuch carnage, fled 
or fleigh in any fuch manner as to crofs the ftreet or 
foot path, or prevent other carriages or foot paffen- 
gers from palling in the direction of fuch ftreet, and 
fhall not, after the requeft of any paffenger, caufe 
the fame to be removed, or fhall be abfent therefrom, 
fo that fuch requeft cannot be made, every perfon fo 
offending fhall forfeit and pay for every offence One 
Dollar. 



LAW 
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LAW for the Regulation of the Dri- 
vers of Horfes and Carriages. 

JT is hereby ordered, That all and every the driver 
or drivers of all and every carriage, whether of 
burthen or pleafure, driving and palling through the 
ftreets, lanes and'alleys of this town, where there is 
room fuffkient for two to pais, fhall keep on that fide 
of the ftreet, lane or alley on his or their right hands 
reflectively in the palling direction. 

And if any driver of any fuch carriage mall drive 
his laid carriage in the middle of the ftreet, or on 
the fide of the carriage way on his left hand, fo as to 
obftruct or prevent another carnage from paffing as 
aforefaid ; every driver fo offending {hall forfeit and 
pay for every fuch offence, the fum of One Dollar. 

Provided always neverthelefs, That nothing in this 
law fhall be conftrued to extend to, or have any ope- 
ration againft, any perfon or perfons croffing with 
his, her or their carriage or carriages from one fide 
of the ftreet to the other iide of the fame, for the 
purpofe of felling, buying or unloading, or on any 
other neceffary or reafonable occafion. 

And it is hereby ordered, That no perfon whatfoev- 
cr fhall fit or ftand in or upon any carriage, or on 
any beaft harneffed thereto, in order to drive the 
fame, unlefs he fhall have ftrong reins or lines fatt- 
ened to the bridles of his beafts, and held in his 
hands, fufficient to guide them in manner as afore- 
faid, and reftrain them from running, galloping or 
going at immoderate rates, through the faid ftreets, 
lanes or alleys. 

And 



OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON. 19 

^ And no perfon whatfoever driving any fuch car- 
riage or riding upon any horfe, mare or gelding, in 
or through the laid ftreets, &c. mail fuffer the beaft 
or beafts he (hall fo drive or ride to go in a gallop 
fo as to endanger perfons {landing or walking in the 
ftreets, lanes or alleys. 

And all carters and other perfons having the care 
of any waggon, cart, truck, fled or drag palling 
through or in the ftreets of faid town, fhall drive 
their beaft or beafts at a moderate foot pace, and 
ftiall not fuffer them to go in a gallop or trot ; and 
if any fuch driver fhall not hold reins in his hands 
to guide and reftrain his beafts as in manner afore- 
faid, he (hall walk by the head of the fhaft or wheel 
horfe, holding, or within reach of the bridle or hal- 
ter of the faid horfe, in order to guide and reftrain 
them in manner aforefaid ; and every perfon wilful- 
ly or negligently offending in any or either of the 
cafes aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay, for every fuch 
offence, a fum not lefs than Two Dollars, nor more 
tY&n. Five Dollars, 

And no coach, chariot, fleigh, chaife, fled or oth- 
er carriage belonging to any inhabitant of this town, 
{hall go or be driven through any part of the town, 
during any time or times that the fnow fhall be up- 
on or cover the ftreets, without carrying or having 
fome bell or bells fattened to the horfe or horfes 
drawing the fame, or to fome part of fuch carriage ; 
that due and timely notice may be given to the in- 
habitants, of fuch carriage coming on, under the pen- 
alty of Two Dollars for every offence. 

And if any perfon fhall wilfully permit or fuffer 
any horfe, mare or gelding, to go at large through 
the ftreets, lanes or alleys of this town, or any part 

thereof j 
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thereof ; every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit and 
pay for every offence One Dollar. 

Driving on the Lord's day* 

And whereas great dangers and difturbances arife 
from chariots, chaifes and other carriages on the 
Lord's day, as the inhabitants are going to, or re- 
turning from, the feveral houfes of public worfhip 
in this town, and alfo while they are affembled in 
them for public worfhip, being driven with great 
rapidity j 

Therefore it is ordered, That no chariot, chaife or 
other carriage, fhall at fuch times be driven at a 
greater rate than a walk, or moderate foot pace, on 
penalty of Two Dollars for each offence, to be paid by 
the perfon driving, or if he be a fervant, and unable 
to pay the fame, by the matter or miftrefs of fuch 
fervant. 

And no horfe, mare or gelding, fhall hereafter be 
rode, drove, or led into the Common, or to any 
pond or any part of the fea, or to any other ufual 
public place for warning or watering on the Lord's 
day ; on pain that the rider, driver or leader there- 
of fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dollars for 
every offence. 



LAW relating to Bulls and Cows. 

Puffed March 23, 1789. 

jTis hereby ordered, That the Selectmen fhall caufe 
- 1 two or more Bulls to be provided, which fhall be 
placed, and be permitted to go at large upon the 
Common, from the firft day of April to the firft day 

of 
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cf November, and one or more from the firfl day 
of November to the firft day of April, yearly and 
every year. 

It is hereby ordered, That whofoever fhall keep any 
cow or cows going at large within the neck of Bof 
ton, fhall pay into the hands of fuch perfon or per- 
fons as the Selectmen fhall from time to time appoint 
to receive the fame, a fum not exceeding One Dollar 
per annum for each cow, for the purpofe of keeping 
two or more bulls, to go at large on the Common, 
from the firft day of April to the firft day of Novem- 
ber, and one or more from the firft day of Novem- 
ber to the firft day of April following, as the Select* 
men fhall order from year to year, for paying the 
bull-keeper, or perfon or perfons that fhall be ap- 
pointed by the Selectmen to receive faid money. 
And the Selectmen are hereby impowered and di- 
rected, every year hereafter, in the month of March, 
to appoint fome perfon or perfons to receive faid fiim, 
not exceeding One Dollar, whofe name or names, 
fhall be publimed in the news-papers; and every per- 
fon having any cow or cows mall pay to the perfon 
or perfons fo appointed, fome time in the month of 
April or May yearly, the fum fo affeffed by the Se- 
lectmen, and the perfon or perfons fo appointed are 
hereby directed to give a certificate to the owner of 
each cow, fhewing that they have paid the fum fo 
affeffed. 

And if any perfon or perfons fhall have any cow 
or cows which they fhall keep in their paftures or 
enclofures, and do not fuffer them to go at large on 
the Common, he or they fhall pay a fum not exceed- 
ing Fifty Cents towards the bulls ; and if any cow or 
cows fhall be found going on the Common, whofe 
owner has not paid the fums as affeffed by the Select- 
men, 
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men, and obtained a certificate of having fo done, 
fuch. owner fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two 

Dollars. 



LAW to regulate Funerals. 

XT is ordered, That no perfon or perfons fhall pre* 
fume to break up the ground in any of the public 
burying grounds in this town, for the purpofe of 
makinjror building a tomb therein, without the licenfe 
of the Selectmen, or the majority of them, for that 
purpofe fir ft had and obtained in writing and figned 
by them, and alio firft regiftered by the Town-Clerk, 
under the penalty of forfeiting and paying the fum 
of Five Dollars. 

And it is ordered, That the Selectmen be im pow- 
ered from time to time to form and adopt fuch reg- 
ulations for the poiition, digging and covering of 
graves in the public burying places in this town, as 
to them fhall appear proper and neceifary ; and all 
fextons, grave diggers and other perfons are requir- 
ed to conform to fuch regulations, under the penal- 
ty of forfeiting and paying the fum of Two Dollars 
for every neglect or offence herein. 

Funeral Porters. 

It is ordered, That the Selectmen do licenfe and 
appoint a proper number of funeral porters, whofe 
wages or allowance for their attendance and labour 
the Selectmen fhall order, limit and appoint. And 
if any perfon whatfoever, unlefs fo licenfed and ap- 
pointed, fhall prefume to act as a funeral porter, or 
fhall demand and receive any pay or wages for at- 
tending 
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tending at any funeral in this town, or in carrying 
the ccrpfe of any dead perfon to the grave or to be 
buried, or, if fo licenfed and appointed as aforefaid, 
fhali demand or take any greater hire, fare or wages 
for his attendance and labour at any funeral than 
{hall be allowed, limited or rated by the Selectmen 
for that purpofe ; then, and in each and every of 
fuch cafes, the perfon offending therein refpectively 
{hall forfeit and pay the fum of Four Dollars. 

And no inhabitant of this town mall employ any 
funeral porter, other than fuch as {hall be fo licenfed 
by the Selectmen ; nor {hall any inhabitant pay any 
greater fum or wages to any funeral porter for his 
attending or aflifting at any funeral, than mall be 
fixed or rated by the Selectmen for that purpofe, 
under the penalty of forfeiting and paying the fum 
of Four Dollars for each offence herein. 

And the Selectmen {hall regulate and fix the 
price or rate of hire of all palls hereafter to be ufed 
at all funerals in this town, and the price or rate 
of hire of all biers, hearfes or other carriage ufed 
for the conveyance of any dead body to any place 
of interment. 

Funerals regulated. 

And it is- ordered, That no onefhall bury the body 
of any dead perfon without making the fame public, 
by caufing a firft and fecond tolling of the bell of 
one of the public places of worfhip in this town, on 
pain of forfeiting the fum of Three Dollars. 

One bell only, or at mod not more than two bells, 
{hall be tolled for one funeral, the firft tolling of 
which {hall not be continued longer than ten min- 
utes, 
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utes, and the fecond or laft tolling of which fhall not 
continue longer than thirty minutes. 

And in tolling the bells for funerals, not^ more 
than two ftrokes of the bell (hall be made in one 
minute, on pain of forfeiting Two Dollars, by the 
perfon or perfons tolling each of fuch bells ; and if 
tolled fafter or longer -than is hereby directed, by 
the order or direction of any other perfon than him 
or them tolling the fame, then and in fuch cafe, the 
perfon or perfons fo ordering or directing the fame 
fhall alfo forfeit and pay the like fum of Two Dollars. 

Provided neverthelefs, That in time of contagious 
ficknefs or of unufual mortality, the Selectmen may 
permit the bodies of the dead to be interred with- 
out the tolling of any bells ; and alfo that from re- 
fpect to diftinguiihed public characters, the Select- 
men may allow more bells, than are above directed, 
to be tolled at their funerals. 

And no corpfe or dead body fhall be buried oh 
the Lord's day without licenfe from a Juftice of the 
Peace for that purpofe obtained, according to law* 



LAW to regulate Neceflaries. 

Cellars, Tan-Pits, Vaults a?id Wells to be inclofed or 
covered, 

IT is hereby ordered, That no perfon or perfons fhall 
fuffer their yards, orchards, paftures, or other 
lands to lay open, where there is a well, cellar, tan- 
pit, or vault of a privy or other pit uncovered, on 
pain of forfeiting the fum of Two Dollars for every 
offence, and Five Dollars for every week after notice 

from 
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from the Selectmen, or any perfbn impowered by 
them, until their fence be fuificiently repaired or 
amended, or fuch well, pit, vault, or cellar be fitted. 
up or covered. 

Necejfaries regulated. 

It is hereby ordered, That no perfon or perfons mall 
hereafter erect, or let up, or caufe to be erected or 
fet up, any neceffary, or privy, in this town (or fuf- 
fer any fuch to continue, being already erected, fet 
up or ftanding) within forty feet of any flreet, lane, 
alley or other highway in this town, or within the 
like diftance of the dwelling houfe, mop, or well of 
any of his, her or their neighbour or neighbours, 
unlefs the fame be vaulted fix feet deep, and fu Ar- 
dently inclofed or otherwife well fecured, under the 
penalty that the owner or landlord of every tene- 
ment to which the fame fhall belong, mall forfeit 
and pay the fum of Three Dollars, and alfo the mm 
of Five Dollars for every month the fame fhall con- 
tinue and fo remain. 

And no vault of a neceffary or privy mail be dug 
fo as to communicate with any common fewer, 
or with any drain leading to a common fewer, un- 
lefs the faid common fewer fhall have been built for 
the exprefs purpofe of receiving the filth from fuch 
vaults, and fhall not be connected with the cellar of 
any houfe. And no vault of a neceffary or privy 
fhall hereafter be dug within two feet of the line of 
any lot, under the penalty that the perfon or perfons 
offending againft either of the above reftriftions, 
fhall forfeit and pay Five Dollars, and alfo Five Dollars 
for every month the fame fhall continue or remain. 

J) LAW 



clS BY-LAWS AND ORDERS 

LAW to regulate Pumps and Wells* 

Pumps Belonging to the Tozvn^for keeping them, in repair. 

TT is hereby ordered, That every houfcholder, or 
others, who are commonly known to make ufe 
of any of the pumps, wells or citterns, {landing or 
being in any of the ground, ftreets or highways be- 
longing to the town, for their fupply of water, for 
their ordinary occafions, every fuch pcrfon fhall al- 
low and pay unto fuch perfon whom the Selectmen 
{hail appoint to receive the fame, fuch proportiona- 
ble fum or fums of money, as the Selectmen for the 
time being, {hall affefs him or her to pay, for the 
keeping fuch pump, well or cittern in repair, and to 
be employed to the faid ufe ; on pain that every 
fuch perfon who {hall neglect or refufe the payment 
thereof, for the fpace of fix days after the fame is 
demanded, {hall forfeit and pay double the value of 
Uid fum. 

Pumps belonging to the Inhabitants^ for keeping them in 
repair. 

It is hereby ordered, That all the pumps belonging 
to the inhabitants of this town, {hall be kept in con- 
fhmt good order and fuilicient repair at all times, 
ready to deliver water for extinguifhing any fire 
that may happen in this town. And whofoever 
{hall permit the pump or pumps of any of his, her 
or their houle or houfes, tenement or tenements, to 
be out of order, and fo to remain for the fpace of 
ten days together, mall forfeit and pay the fum of 
Four Dollars. And further, if any fuch perfon or 
perfons ihali obflinately refufe or neglect, to put his, 
her or their pump or pumps in good order and 
proper repair, after having fo incurred and forfeited 

fuch 
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fach penalty of Four Dollars as aforefaid, every fuch 
perfon fo refuting or neglecting (hall be deemed to 
have incurred a frefh offence every week after, and 
fhall as and for a new offence, forfeit and pay Four 
Dollars, for every fuch week that the fame fnall be 
permitted to continue out of order or repair as 
aforefaid, 

And it is hereby ordered, That the officer or officers 
of Police fhall vifit and infpecl, or caufe to be vilited 
and infpected all the pumps belonging to the town, 
or to any inhabitant or inhabitants of the town, 
four times in the year, once in each quarter of the 
year. On the firft days of March, June, September 
and December, to the intent that a thorough in- 
formation may be obtained of the ftate thereof, and 
the regular and fpeedy repair of the fame. 



LAW to regulate common Criers* 

jT is hereby ordered, That no perfon whatever pre- 
fume to be a common crier, or to cry any fort 
of goods, wares or merchandize, loft or found, or 
ftolen goods, ftrays, public fales, &c. within any of 
the ftreets, lanes, alleys or market place or places of 
this town, on penalty of Two Dollars for every of- 
fence ; except only fuch perfon or perfons as fhall 
be licenfed by the Selectmen ; and every perfon fo 
licenfed, fhall keep a true and perfect lift of all mat- 
ters and things by him fo cried, and the names of 
the perfons that ordered him to cry the fame, which 
lift (hall be open and fubject to the infpe&ion of the 
Selectmen whenever they fhall demand the fame ; 
and if any crier or criers, fhall cry any abufive, 
profane or obfeene matter, he fhall forfeit and 

pay 
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my not lefs than Two Dollars, or be difcharged 
from his place or office, according to the aggrava- 
tion of the offence ; and the perfon that ordered 
the crying thereof fhall pay a fine of Five Dollars. 



LAW, laying Reftri&ions on Cows 
and Dogs. 

JT is hereby ordered, That if any perfon fhall keep 
or entertain any cow, dog or bitch, and fuffer 
the fame to go at large within this town, and upon 
complaint made unto the Selectmen, by any of the 
neighbourhood, that fuch cow, dog or dogs are of- 
fenfive to them, doing damage to their gardens, 
orchards, paftures or otherwife, and the Selectmen, 
or any perfon impowered by them, ordering and 
notifying fuch owner or keeper of fuch cow, dog or 
dogs, to fhut up, or otherwife difcharge the town 
of the fame, during fuch time as they flial! limit ; 
every fuch owner, keeper or entertainer of fuch 
cows or dogs neglecting to attend the order as afore* 
faid, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dollars for 
every cow, dog or bitch fo kept or entertained by 
them, contrary to the intent and meaning of this 
order. 



LAW to prohibit foreftalling and cn- 
groffing of Provifions. 

JT is hereby ordered, That no huckfter or other per- 
• fon whatioever dwelling or rending within this 
town, fhall, by himfelf or others, buy, contract or 

bargain 
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bargain for any fort of grain, meal, butter, fowls, 
mutton, veal, pork, eggs, or any other fort of pro- 
vifion, while it is bringing from the entrance of the 
town, by any avenue, to the market place, unlefs 
for his or her own family ufe or confumption, be- 
fore two of the clock in the afternoon, on penalty 
of forfeiting and paying Five Dollars for every fuch 
offence ; and further, that no butcher fhall buy or 
bargain for any dead meat brought, or bringing in- 
to this town, or afterwards expofe fuch meat for 
fale, on penalty of forfeiting and paying the fum of 
Five Dollars for every offence. 

And to the intent to difcourage, as far as may be, 
the injurious practice, too frequent among butchers 
and others of foreftalling the market, by buying up 
in the country and on the road to town, poultry 
and other provifions, in order to fell and utter them 
again at advanced prices ; 

7/ is hereby further ordered, That every perfon of- 
fending herein, and convicted of the fame, mall 
never hereafter be permitted to hire or hold any 
ftand in the market place in this town. And all 
perfons having the leaft regard to juftice and to the 
poor inhabitants of this town, are requefted to give 
information againft every fuch offender to the Se- 
leclmen, that he or Ihe may be brought to condign 
punifhment, and for which offence the Selectmen 
are hereby directed vigoroufly to profecute every 
offender, at the court or courts proper to try the 
fame. 



LAW 



BY-LAWS AND ORDERS 



£ 



LAW to regulate the Delivery and 
Carriage of Manure. 

IT is hereby ordered, That no dung or other ma- 
nure, that fhall in future be fold, given, or oth- 
crwife difpofed of, in this town, fhall be delivered 
from any liable, or other place, in any larger quan- 
tities at one time, than in loads of one ton each ; 
nor mall any greater quantity than one ton of ma- 
nure be carted through the Greets, lanes, or alleys 
of tiiis town, in any waggon, cart or fled, unlefs at 
times when the ftreets fhall be covered with fnow. 
And any and every inhabitant, who ihall deliver 
any manure contrary to this law, or {hall afTift in 
loading any waggon, cart or fled with a greater 
load than is hereby directed, fhall forfeit and pay 
One Dollar for every offence. 



LAW, making fever al general Regu- 
lations. 

Tozvn Lands, how to be leafed. 

IT is hereby ordered. That from henceforth the Se- 
lectmen for the time being, fhall have power and 
liberty to leafe out to rent, any of the town's lands 
or buildings, that are or fhall be to be rented, for 
any term of years not exceeding feven years, and 
no longer, without a fpecial vote of the town for a 
loncrer lime. 

o 

And in the leafing of any of the town's lands or 
eftates in future, the Selectmen fhall give, or caufe 
full notice to be given, that the fame are to be let, 

bv 
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by publifhing an advertifement for that purpofe in 
two of the Bofton weekly newfpapers for three 
weeks fucceflively. 

Town Work, how to be engaged for. 

It is hereby ordered, That in all work hereafter to 
be undertaken or executed for the town, as well as 
for all materials to be ufed therein, and where the 
fame may amount to the fum of Two Hundred Dol- 
lars, for the fpace of three weeks previous to the 
actual engaging in any fuch work, the Selectmen 
fhall caufe an advertifement to be fucceflively pub- 
lifhed in two of the public newfpapers printed in 
this town, informing of the nature and quantity of 
materials wanted, and fpecifying the work wanted 
to be done, requeuing all perfons who may be wil- 
ling to fupply fuch materials and perform fuck 
work, to fend in their propofals, in writing, fealed 
up, and directed to the Selectmen, who mall agree 
with and employ the perfon or perfons offering to 
fupply fuch materials, and to perform or execute 
fuch work, upon the beft and mod reafonable terms, 
who mall appear to be fully competent thereto in the 
opinion of the Selectmen, whereby all pretence to 
favour or undue influence in thefe particulars will 
be removed. 

Money Matters. 

It is hereby ordered, That for the future, no mat- 
ter relative to the raifing, paying or apportioning 
any money mail be re-confidered, in town-meeting, 
by any lefs number of voters than were prefent at 
the former confideration of the fame. And in or- 
der to afcertain the numbers rightly, 

It is ordered, That when any money matter fhall 
or may be firft confidered and voted upon in any 

town- 
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town-meeting, the Town-Clerk fhall count the num- 
bers of voters, and fhall make a proper minute or 
memorandum thereof ; and, as foon after as the 
fame can be done conveniently, fhall enter the fame 
truly on the town books, that the fame may be 
ready to be referred to, as occafion may require. 

Fines appropriated. 

It is hereby ordered, That all and every the fine 
and fines for any breach or breaches of thefe town 
orders or by-laws, upon conviction of the offender 
or offenders, before any court proper to try the 
fame, fhall go, one moiety thereof, to and for the ufe 
of th" perfon or perfons who fhall profecute for the 
fame, and the other moiety thereof to the ufe of the 
town, for the purpofe of defraying any incidental 
charges of the police. 



LAW refpecling Officers appointed by 
the Selectmen. 

Clerk of the Market. 

JT is hereby ordered, That the Selectmen mail an- 
nually, in the month of March, elect and appoint 
one or more fuitable and difcreet perfons to be clerk 
or clerks of the markets, whofe duty it fhall be to 
preferve order in the market, and to carry into ef- 
fect the regulations that may, from time to time, be 
adopted for the government thereof. And the Se- 
lectmen are hereby directed and impowered to al- 
low to fuch perfon or perfons fo chofen by them, a 
reafonable compenfation for their fervices, to be paid 
out of the funis that may be received as rent for 
the flails. 

Hay-Weigher, 
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Hay*Weighcr. 

It is hereby ordered, That the Selectmen mail an- 
nually in the month of March, elec"l and appoint one 
fuitable and difcreet perfon to have the care and 
conduct of the hay- engine or fcales ; whole duty it 
mall be to weigh all hay brought for file into the 
market, and any other articles ofFered to be weigh- 
ed ; and for the complete execution of his duty, he 
mail conform to fuch rules and regulations as fhall 
from time to time be adopted by the Selectmen, and 
fhall receive fuch compenfation as the Selectmen 
fhall judge and determine to be right and reafon- 
able, to be paid out of the fums that may be receiv- 
ed as fees for weighing hay and other articles. 

And in cafe of proof of mifbehaviour or incapaci- 
ty in either of the above officers, the Selectmen are 
hereby impowered to remove the fame, and to fill 
any vacancy that may happen from death, refigna- 
tion, or removal* 

Officers of Police, 

And to the end that the by-laws of the town, and 
the laws of the Commonwealth, which efpecially re- 
late to the good order and government of this town, 
may be carried into effecl: with energy and prompt^ 
nefs, 

// is hereby ordered, That the Selectmen, or the ma^ 
jor part of them, fhall annually in the month of March, 
elect one fuitable perfon to fuperintend the police of 
this town ; whofe duty it fhall be, to pafs through 
the ftreets, lanes, and other highways of the town, 
taking fuch rounds, that in a reafonable time he fhall 
vifit all parts of the town* to obferve all nuifances, 
obftructions and impediments therein, in order that 
they may be removed, and the authors thereof 
E profecuted j 
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profecuted ; to notice all offences committed againfl 
the laws and orders in being, and the names of the 
offenders, in order that profecution may be com- 
menced, and obedience enforced thereto ; to aid the 
clerk* of the markets in the execution of their du- 
ty ; to attend daily at fome flated hour, in fome 
central and public office, for the purpofe of receiving 
all complaints that may be made, by any of the in- 
habitants, againfl: any breach of the laws. 

And the laid officer fhall keep a minute of his pro- 
ceedings, whidl fhall be always ready for the infpec- 
tion of the Selectmen ; he fhall alfo keep an account 
of all fines which may be received by him, and 
which, by law-, may accrue to the ufe of the town, 
to be appropriated as the Selectmen may direct. 

And the Selectmen are hereby authorized to ap- 
point, from time to time, fuch and fo many affift- 
ants to the fuperintendent, as the bufmefs of the of- 
fice may be found from experience to require, and 
fhall allow to all and every of thefe officers, which 
by this order they are impowered to appoint, fuch 
compenfation as to them fhall appear juft and rea- 
fonable. 



AT 
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AT a meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
the Town of BOSTON, duly qualified to a& and vote 
in Town affairs, being legally warned and aflembled at Faneuil 
Mall, on the 2 2d day of May, 1 80 j j 

The foregoing Laws were read : and fome amendments be- 
ing made, they were feparately voted to be accepted, as by 
the corrected copies on file. 

Attefly WILLIAM COOPER, Town Clerk. 



Suffolk, ffi 

AT a Cour^ of General Sefiions of the Peace, begun and 
held at Bolton in and for faid County, on Monday the 3d day 
of Auguft, in the year of our Lord 1 80 1, by adjournment, the 
foregoing By-Laws, voted by the Town of Bofton, together 
with the vote of the faid Town of the 2 2d day of May, in the 
fame year, repealing all other By-Laws of the faid Town, be- 
ing read and duly confidered, the Court approve of each and 
everv of them. 

EDWARD JACKSON, Clerk. 
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RULES and REGULATIONS. 



OF THE 



QOARB OF HEALTH. 



i . X^J O hogf^es or hogs fhall be kept within 
the town without a licenfe from the Board of Health, 
and except they ftand over the water in fuch man- 
ner that the filth will be completely carried off by 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide, 

2. No perfon fhall be permitted to bring, fell or 
have in his poffeffion within the town, any oyfters, 
from and after the firfl: day of June until the firft 
day of September following, in each year. 

3. No frefh fifli fliall be fold or kept in any ftall, 
fifh-box, or other houfe within the town, except 
fuch ftall, fifti-box or other houfe ftands over the fait 
water. 

4. No frefh fifh. fhall be brought between the chan- 
nel and the fhore, or within the town, unlefs their 
throats have been cut, the blooc] cleanly warned off, 
and the gills and entrails taken out and thrown 
away— rfalmon, eels, live and fmall fifh excepted : 
nor fhall any frefh fifh remain on board any veffel, 
ftall, fifh-box or other place for a longer fpace than 
twelve hours without being faked. 

5. No perfon fhall be allowed to fell any falmon, 
eels, or fmall fifh within the town, without having a 
tight veffel, fufficiently larc;e to hold the fkins, heads 
and other offals of the faid fifli, and they fliall put 

the 
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the fame therein as collected and made, and after 
caufe them to be thrown either into the channel, or 
ptherwife carried out of town, before they become 
putrid or offenftve, 

6. No feller of fifh mall fcale any fifh on the land 
within the limits of the town, or throw the heads 
pf fifh on any wharf or into the ftreets, lanes or al- 
leys of the fame. 

7. All perfons haying fulls in Fanueil Hall, Mar- 
feet-Houfe, the Market or Dock-Square, fhall be 
obliged once in every day to wafh and cleanfe their 
refpeclive ftalls : and from and after the firft day of 
July and until the firft day of October next follow, 
ing, in each year, no heads or offals of dead crea- 
tures or vegetables of any kind fhall be fuffered to 
remain over night in either of the above places. 

§. No feather or other beds, bedding or cloath- 
|ng, arriving from any place where a contagious dif- 
prder prevails, or hath lately prevailed, fhall be land- 
ed within the town from any veffel, boat or craft 
(though faid veffel, boat or craft may not have been 
directed to perform quarantine) without permifiion 
in writing from the Board of Health. 

9. No owner or keeper of a livery or other ftable 
within the town, fhall have more than two cart loads 
of dung at one time, proceeding from his faid ftable, 
from the firft day of May, until the firft day of No- 
vember then next following, in each year. 

1 o. All graves for the interment of the dead fhall 
be at leaft fix feet deep, and the proprietors of the 
feveral churches within the town under which dead 
bodies are or may be depofitcd, fhall caufe at leaft 
three bufhels of lime to be flacked under each of 

them 
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them once every fourteen days, from the firft day of 
June, until the firft day of October next following, 
in each year. 

n. No perfon fhall throw any dead animals or 
vegetable fubftances or the fweepings of velds' holes 
into any of the docks, Mill Pond, bottom of the 
Common, or harbour within the channel and the 
fhore, or land the fame on any of the wharves with- 
in the town. 

12. No perfon mail open or clean any vaults of 
privies within the town, without permifiion in wri- 
ting from the Board of Health, from and after the 
iirit day of May, until the firft. day of November ths 
next following in each year, but whenever and as 
often as the contents of any privy is within eighteen 
inches of the furface of the earth, they mail directly 
apply to the Board for a licenfe to empty the fame, 
under fuch reftrictions and regulations as they may 
direct, and empty the fame accordingly. 

13. No wafte water fhall be fuffered to run upon 
the furface of the flreets from any houfe, building, 
or yard abutting on a flreet in which there is a com- 
mon fewer, but the fame fhall be led therein by the 
owners of the buildings. 

1 4. Neither the proprietors of the mill-pond, their 
agents, tenants, any perfon employed by or under 
them, or any other perfon whomfoever, fhall at any 
time after the fifteenth day of June, and until the 
firft of October next following, in any year, draw off 
the waters of the faid pond, in fuch manner as to 
caufe the furface on the fhoaleft part to be dry, 
without a licenfe therefor from the Board of Health. 

15. No feathers fhall be landed within the limits 
cf the town of Bofton, before the fame have been 

examined 
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examined by fome perfon authorized for that pur- 
pofe by the Board of Health, and a certificate ob- 
tained from him, that in his opinion the faid feath- 
ers are free from infection, and may be landed with- 
out danger to the health of the inhabitants of the 
town ; nor fhall any hawkers or dealers in feathers 
expofe for fale in the ftreets any feathers before the 
fame have been in like manner examined, and a fim- 
ilar certificate obtained. 

16. No perfon mail throw into any flreet, lane of 
alley, within the town, any dirt, filth, animal fub- 
ftances or fweepings of any kind, except on the days 
the fcavengers of the wards pafs through with their 
carts, when they mall bring the fame together with 
the fweepings and filth neceffarily made in their 
yards, into the ftreets, before the hours of 9 o'clock, 
A. M. for the purpofe of being carried away by the 
fcavenger ; and any of the inhabitants refufing or 
neglecting to colled and bring out their dirt, for 
the purpofe as aforefaid, will be confidered as viola- 
ting the rules and regulations of the Board of Health ; 
and in cafe any fcavenger neglects to carry away 
faid fweepings and filth, it is required of the inhab- 
itants to whom fuch neglect is made, to enter on the 
fame day a complaint againft fuch fcavenger, to the 
Board of Health. 



,AWS 



— , — — umim ■ iitnl ii itll " 



LAWS of the Commonwealth 



RELATING TO 



TOWN AFFAIRS. 



An ACT for employing and providing 
for the Poor of the Town of Bofton* 

Paflcd 1735.— Ratified and Confirmed January io> 1789.. 

WHEREAS the town of Bofton is grown con-^ 
fiderably populous, and the idle and poor 
much increafed among them, and the laws now in 
force relating to them, not fo fiiitable to the cir- 
cumftances of the faid town, which are diiferent 
from thofe of the other towns in the province, 
Therefore, 

Be it enacled by His Excellency the Governor, Council, 
and Reprefentatives, in General Court affembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That from henceforth at the 
anniverfary town meeting in March, for the choice 
of town officers, the town of Bofton are, and fhall 
be hereby im powered to choofe twelve overfeers of 
the poor, who (hall be chofen for twelve feveral 
wards respectively, into which the faid town is or 
fhall be divided, each overfeer to have the more ef- 
pecial care of his particular ward, yet fo as not to 
exclude the authority of any other overfeer as there 
may be occafion ; which overfeers fhall vifit their 
refpe&ive wards, whenfoever they may judge there 
is occafion, at leaft once in every month ; and fhall 
alfo once in every month affemble together to con- 
fides 



LAWS RELATING TO, &c. 41 

fider and determine of the moft proper methods for 
the difcharge of their office. 

And whereas the poor of the faid town may upon 
the decay of trade become fliil more numerous, and 
want means to employ and fet themfelves to work 
in any fettled or conftant manner, or by ill habits 
become idle and flothful and very burthenfome to 
the town : 

Be it enacled by the authority aforefaid y That in fuch 
cafe, or whenever the faid town of Bofton fhall, at a 
l«*gal town meeting for that purpofe duly warned, 
judge it necelTary or convenient to erect, provide or 
endow an houfe for the reception and employment of 
the idle and poor of the faid town, they the faid town 
are, and hereby fhall be authorized and impowered 
fo to do ; which houfe fhall be under the regulation 
of the overfeers of the poor, to be annually chofen 
as aforefaid ; and erected, provided for, continued 
or difcontinued, as the faid town fhall find or judge 
their circurriftances require : And the faid town are 
hereby authorized to make purchafes and receive 
donations for endowing the faid work-houfe, to the 
value of three thoufand pounds per annum ; and to 
fue and be fued in all affairs of faid houfe ; the fev- 
eral donations to be always applied according to the 
will of the donors. 

And be it further enacted, That the overfeers of the 
poor of the town of Bofton, for the time being, fhall 
have the infpeclion, ordering and government of the 
faid houfe, with power of appointing a matter^ or 
mailers, and one or more afliftants for the more im- 
mediate care and overfight of the perfons received 
into or employed in faid houfe : which overfeers at 
their monthly meetings fhall have power to make 
order3 and by-laws for the better and more decent 
F regulating 
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regulating the faid houfe ; which orders fhall be 
binding till the next town meeting, to which they 
fhall exhibit them, and when approved by the faid 
town at a legal meeting, fhall be obligatory, until 
revoked by the faid town. 

And be it enabled by the authority afore/aid, That 
each one of the overfeers aforefaid fhall have power 
to fend any idle and indigent perfon or perfons to 
the faid houfe, for entertainment and employment 
for the fpace of twenty-four hours ; and any two 
of the faid overfeers fhall have power to continue or 
fend to faid houfe fuch perfon or perfons, till dif- 
chargcd by the major part of faid overfeers at a 
monthly meeting : which perfon or perfons the 
mafter or mailers and affiflants are hereby required 
to receive and employ accordingly. 

And whereas there are fometimes perfons rated to 
the public taxes, who are notwithstanding unable or 
negligent to provide neceffaries for the fubfiftence 
and fupport of their children : 

Be it enacted. That the overfeers fhall have the 
fame power of binding out into good families, the 
children of fuch, as where the parents are rated noth- 
ing ; provided fuch perfons are not rated for their 
perfonal eftate or faculty. 

And forafmuch as there is great negligence in 
fundry perfons as to the inftrucling and educating 
their children, to the great fcandal of the Chriftian 
name, and of dangerous confequence to the rifmg 
generation : 

Be it further enabled, That where perfons bring 
up their children in fuch grofs ignorance, that they 
do not' know, or are not able to difdnguifh the al- 
phabet 
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phabet or twenty-four letters at the age of fix years, 
in fuch cafe the overfeers of the poor are hereby 
impowered and directed to put or bind out into 
good families, fuch children, for a decent and Chrif- 
tian education, as when parents are indigent and 
rated nothing to the public taxes : unlefs the chil- 
dren are judged uncapabie, through fome inevitable 
infirmity. 

And inafmuch as the divilion of the town of 
Bo/ion into twelve wards, and affignation of each 
ward to the more immediate care of a particular 
overfeer, will give the aforefaid overfeers opportu- 
nity of a more exact knowledge of the town, and 
all intruders into it : 

Be it enacled by the authority aforefaid^ That the 
aforefaid overfeers of the poor in the town of Bof- 
ton, be and they hereby are impowered to warn any 
and all intruders, or others, who are not inhabitants, 
to depart the town ; and in cafe of refufal or neg- 
lect, to proceed in the fame manner, and with as 
full power, as the Selectmen of faid town, bylaw, 
may or can : And the conftables are hereby requir- 
ed to obferve and yield ready obedience to the or- 
ders and directions of the overfeers aforefaid, by 
virtue and in confequence of this Act. 



An ACT in Addition to the feveral 

Acts now in force, which refpedt the carting 
and tranfporting Gun-Powder, through the 
Streets of the Town of Bofton, and the Stor- 
age thereof in the fame Town. 

WHEREAS the provifions in the faid Acts 
made, have been found infufficient to pre- 
vent the carting and tranfporting gun-powder, 

through 
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through the ftreets of the faid town, in a dangerous 
and alarming mode : 

1 . Be it enacled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprc- 
fentatives , in General Court aj/e/nb/ed, and by the authori- 
ty of the fame, That from and after the firft day of 
Augufl next, no gun-powder (hall be carried or tranf- 
ported to or from the magazine, within the faid 
town, or through any of the ilreets thereof, in any 
quantity, exceeding twenty-live pounds, being the 
quantity allowed by law to be kept in (hops for fale, 
unlefs the fame be carried and tranfported in a wag- 
gon or carriage, clofely covered with leather or can- 
vafs, and without iron on any part thereof, to be 
tirit approbated by the Firewards of faid town, and 
marked in capitals, with the words, Approved Powder 
Carriage, under the penalty of forfeiting all fuch gun- 
powder, one moiety thereof to the ufe of the poor 
of the faid town, and the other moiety to the ufe of 
him or them who fhall inform and fue for the fame. 

2. And be it further enacled by the authority afore- 
[aid, That all gun-powder, which fhall be imported 
into the faid town of Bojion, from and after the faid 
firft day of Augu/l, mall be landed at fuch place or 
places only, and be carried to the magazine afore- 
iaid, by fuch paffage by land or water only, as fhall 
be directed and pointed out by the Firewards of the 
laid town, under the penalty of forfeiting to the ufes 
aforefaid, all fuch powder as {hall be landed or con- 
veyedotherwifc than is in this act provided : The 
penalties and forfeitures aforefaid, to be fued for and 
recovered by bill, plaint or information, in any court 
proper to try the fame ; and the Firewards aforefaid 
are hereby directed, from time to time, to publifh 
their regulations and orders refpecting the fame, in 
three of the public newfpapers in the faid town, fix 
^eeksfucceiTively: Provided never -thelefs, That noth- 
ing 
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ing in this Aft mall be conftrued to extend, or ope- 
rate as a prohibition to the tranfporting of powder, 
from and out of the magazine, in the town of Bo/ion, 
into any part of this Commonwealth, or from the 
powder mills, in the country, to the magazine afore- 
iaid, in fuch carts or carnages, as hath been cuftcir.- 
ary, and heretofore ufed. 

[Palled June 26, 1792.]] 



Extract of an " Act in Addition to the 

ieveral Acts already made for the prudent 
Storage of Gun- Powder within the Town of 
Bofton." 

'HEREAS the depoflng of loaded arms in 
the houfes of the town of Bofton is dan- 
gerous to the lives of thofe who are difpofed to ex- 
ert themfelves when a fire happens to break out in 
the faid town : 

" Be it enacled by the Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, in General Ccurt affembled, and by the au- 
thority of 'the fame, That if any perfon fhall take into 
any dwelling-houfe, ftable, barn, out-houfe, ware- 
houfe, ftore, (hop, or other building, within the 
town of Bofton, any cannon, fwivel, mortar, howit- 
zer, or cohorn, or lire-arm, loaded with, or having 
^un-powder in the fame, or fhall receive into 
any dwelling-houfe, ftable, barn, out-houfe, ware- 
houfe, fhop, or other building, within the faid town, 
any bomb, granade, or other iron fhell, charged with, 
or having gun-powder in the fame, fuch perfon (hall 
forfeit and pay the fum of Ten Pounds, to be recov- 
ered at the fuit of the Firewards of the faid town in 
zn action of debt, before any court proper to try the 

fame ; 
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fame ; one moiety thereof to the ufe of the faid 
Firewards, and the other moiety to the fupport of 
the poor of the town of Bofton." 

[Paffed March i, 1783.] 



An ACT to fccure the Town of Bof- 
ton from Damage by Fire. 

1. ~DE it enaclcd by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives,in General Court affetnbled, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That every meeting-houfe, fchool- 
houfe, and every other publie building, and every 
diftil-houfe, brewery, malt houfe, or livery {table, 
which (hall be erected in the town of Bofion, from 
and after the firft day of September next, fhall have 
the external walls of the fame, except fo much as may 
be neceffary for doors and windows, compofed entire- 
ly of brick or ftone, and the roof thereof covered en- 
tirely with flate, tile, or fome incombuftible compo- 
fition, and the eaves and gutters effectually fecured 
a<rainft fire. 

o 

■2. And be it further enacled, That all dwelling- 
houfes and all other buildings, more than fourteen 
feet high, from the ground to the higheft point of 
the roof thereof, which {hall be erected in faid town, 
after the iirft day of September next, fhall have one 
of the largcft fides thereof, or any two fides or ends 
if equal to one of the largeft fides, compofed entirely 
of brick or ftone, except fo much as may be neceflary 
for doors and windows ; and the roofs of faid dwell- 
ing houfes and buildings {hall be entirely covered 
with flate, tile, or tome incombuftible compofition, 
and the eaves and gutters fecured as before directed. 
And no brick or ftone wall fhall be deemed fufficient 

within 
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within the meaning of this Aft, unlefs the fame mall 
be at leaft twelve inches thick in the lower (lory, and 
eight inches thick above the lower ftory, and the 
partition walls of all double houfes, or other build- 
ings, mail be built entirely of brick or (lone, of at 
leaft the thicknefs laft mentioned, and fhall rife in 
battlements, at leaft three feet above the roof : And 
all additions which mail be made to buildings already 
erected, and all buildings which mail be erected on 
old foundations, in part or in whole, fhall be deem- 
ed and confidered within the reftrictions and regu- 
lations of this Ad. Provided however, That upon 
any wharf, marfh or other place, where no fufHcient 
foundation can be obtained without unreafonable 
expenfc, on permiflion of the Firewards of faid town, 
or any nine of them, in writing, wooden buildings 
of not more than two ftories high may be erected, 
which lhall be covered on all fides with Hate, tile or 
lime mortar, and the roofs, eaves and gutters fhall 
be fecured as before directed. 

3. And be it further enabled, That every perfon 
who fhall erect or add to, or caufe to be erected or 
added to, any building in faid town of Bo/ion, con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning, and againft 
the provifions of this Act, fhall forfeit and pay a fine, 
not lefs than Fifty Dollars, nor more than Five Hundred 
Dollars, according to the nature and aggravation of 
the offence, to be recovered by information in the 
Supreme Judicial Court, in the County of Suffolk, 
which it fhall be the duty of the Attorney-General 
to file, in all cafes which may come to his knowledge, 
or by indictment before faid court. 

4. And be it further enacled, That in addition to 
the fines above mentioned, there fhall be laid and af- 
feiTed upon every houfe, or other building, which 
fhall be erected contrary to the provifions of this Act, 

the 
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the fum of Fifty Dollars annually, and every year, un- 
til a brick or (lone wall mall be erected, of the di- 
menfions above provided, and until the fame fhall be 
effectually fecured againft lire, according to the pro- 
vifions of this Ad. *" And it {hall be the duty of the 
Firewards of the faid town of Bo/ion, to return to 
the Affeffors of faid town annually, a lift of all fuch 
houfes or other buildings, erected againft the provif- 
ions of this Act, together with attefted copies of the 
record of the conviction of the perfon or perfons 
who erected the fame, before the faid Judicial Court, 
and thereupon it (hall be the duty of the faid Affef- 
fors, to affefs upon the owner or owners of fuch 
building or buildings for the time being, the faid fum 
of Fifty Dollars, in addition to his, her or their other 
taxes, which fliall be recovered in the fame way and 
manner as other taxes are or fhall be collected, and 
the fame remedy is hereby given to the Collector or 
Collectors of taxes for the recovery thereof. Pro- 
vided ?ieverthelefs, That no fuch building or buildings 
mall be fubjected to fuch annual tax, until an atteft- 
ed copy of faid conviction mail have been duly re- 
corded in the office of the Regifter of Deeds for the 
county of Suffolk, whole duty it fhall be to receive 
and record the fame. 

e. And be it further enacled, That every tar kettle 
which fhall be made ufe of in faid town for the pur- 
pose of boiling tar, for the ufe of any rope- walk, 
fhall be fo fixed as to prevent all communication 
whatfoever between the tar and the fire, and that 
the fire-place under every fuch kettle fhall be con- 
structed with an arch built over the fame, and fecur- 
ed bv an iron door, in fuch manner as to inclofe the 
fire therein. 

6. And be it further enacled, That every perfon 
who fhall carry any fire through the ftreets, lanes, 

or 
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or on any wharves, in faid town, except in fome cov- 
ered veffel, or {hall fmoke, or have in his or her pof- 
feffion, any lighted pipe or fegar, in any ftreet, lane 
or paffage way, or on any wharf in faid town, fhall 
forfeit and pay for each and every offence the fum 
of Two Dollars ,to be recovered of the perfon fo offend- 
ing, or his parent, guardian, matter or miftrefs, be- 
fore any Juftice of the Peace of the county of Suffolk, 
upon complaint made upon oath. 

7. And be it further enabled, That if any perfon 
fhall have in his or her pofleflion, in any rope-walk 
within faid town, any fire, lighted pipe or fegar, can- 
dle or lamp, he fhall forfeit and pay for each offence a 
fum not exceeding One Hundred Dollars, nor lefs than 
Five Dollars, to be recovered in any court proper to 
try the fame. 

8. And be it further enacled, That it fhall be the 
duty of each and every Fire ward in the town of Bof- 
ton, and they and each of them are hereby required 
to inquire after, and give information to the Attor- 
ney-General, of all offences, which may be commit- 
ted againft the true intent and meaning of this Act, 
cognizable before the Supreme Judicial Court, or 
Court of General Seflions of the Peace ; and to fome 
Juftice of the Peace, for all offences committed 
againft this Act, and cognizable by a Juftice of the 
Peace. 

9. And be it further enacled, That the Act, entitled, 
" An Act. to fecure the town of Bojion from damage 
by fire," be and the fame is hereby repealed, from 
and after the faid firft day of September wvx, except- 
ing that fuch parts thereof as may be neceffary to re- 
cover all fines and penalties incurred upon the Act 
aforefaid, fhall ftill remain in full force. 

1 o. And 
G 
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io. And be it further enacled, That all the fines, 
penalties and affeirments, which ftiall be recovered 
by force of this Act, fhall accrue and enure one half 
to the ufe of the poor of the town of Bo/ion, to be 
paid to the Overfecrs thereof, and the other half to 
the Firewards of faid town. 

[Palled June 27, 1798.] 



An ACT to prevent Damage from Fire 

being communicated from Chocolate-Mills 
and Machines for roafting Cocoa, in the Town 
of Bofton. 

WHEREAS chocolate-mills and machines for 
roafting cocoa, have been erected in the 
town of Bofton, near to other buildings, to the 
great hazard of the lives and property of the inhab- 
itants of the faid town : 

Be it enacled by the Senatt and Houfe of Repre* 
fentatives, in General Court affembled, and by the author- 
ity of the fame, That ifanyperfon, from and after 
the fifth day of July next, fhall, within the faid town, 
roaft or caufe to be roafted any cocoa, for the pur- 
pofe of manufacturing the fame into chocolate, in 
any building whatever, excepting fuch as may or 
fhall be licenfed for that purpofe by the major part 
of the Selectmen of the town aforefaid, and two Juf- 
tices of the Peace for the county of Suffolk, quorum 
unus, he fhall forfeit and pay, for every fuch offence, 
a fum not exceeding One Hundred nor lefs than Fifty 
Pounds. 

[Patted 7^30, 1785.] 

Extract 
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Extract from an " Ad: for the Extin- 

guifhment of Fire, and to direct the Proceed- 
ings thereat." 

* c JDE it further enacled, That if any perfon lhall 
occupy or improve any tenement or build- 
ing whatever, in any part of any maritime town in 
this Commonwealth, for the bufinefs or employment 
of a fail-maker or rigger, or keeper of a livery 
liable, except only in fuch parts of the town as the 
Selectmen thereof, or a major part of them, fhall 
direct and determine, fuch fail-maker or rigger fo 
offending, fhall forfeit and pay for each offence, Ten 
Dollars ; and fuch keeper of a livery liable fhall for- 
feit and pay for each offence Fifty Dollars, for every 
month fo occupying the fame, and fo in proportion 
for a longer or fhorter time." 

[PafTed March 10, 1797.] 



ExtracT: from an " Act for keeping 

Watches and Wards in Towns, and for pre- 
venting Diforders in Streets and public Places." 

" nE it further enacled, That if any three or more 
perfons, being any or all of them armed 
with flicks, clubs, or any kind of weapons, or being 
in any manner difguifed, fhall aiTemble together, 
having any imagery or pageantry as a public fhew, in 
any of the flreets or lanes in any town or diflricl in 
this Commonwealth, or if any perfon or perfons of 
or belonging to any company, having any kind of 
imagery or pageantry for a public fhew, fhall, by 
menaces or otherwife, exaCl, require, demand or afk 

any 
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any money, or other thing of value, from any per- 
fon in the itreets, lanes or houfes, in any fuch town 
or diftrict, every perfon being of or affembled with 
fuch company, mall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
Eight Dollars, or be imprifoned not exceeding one 
month. 

" Be it further enacted, That if any perfons, to 
the number of three or more, between fun-rifing and 
fun-fetting, being affembled together in any of the 
ftreets or lanes, in any town or diftricl:, {hall have 
any kind of imagery or pageantry for a public fhew, 
although none of the company fo affembled fliall be 
armed or difguifed, or exact, demand or aflc any 
money or other thing of value, every perfon being 
of fuch company, lhall forfeit and pay the fum of 
Eight Dollars, or be imprifoned not exceeding one 
month. 

" Be it further enabled, That if any perfon or 
perfons mall fet fire to any pile or combuftible ftuff, 
or be anyways concerned in caufing or making a 
bonfire, in any flreet or lane, or any other part of 
any town or diftricl within this Commonwealth, 
fuch bonfire being within ten rods of any houfe or 
building, every perfon fo offending, fhall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay the fum of Eight Dollars, or 
be imprifoned not exceeding one month." 

[Paffed March 10, 1797.] 

An 
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An ACT in addition to the feveral 

Ads made to prevent Damage by Fire, in the 
Town of Bofton. 

Palled in 1762. — Made perpetual in 1797. 

WHEREAS great damage has arifen from fire 
which has begun in bake-houfes, and fpread 
to the buildings adjacent : 

Be it enabled by the Governor, Council, and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, That from and after the publication 
of this Acl , it (hall not be lawful for any perfon to 
occupy or improve any tenement or building what- 
foever, in any part of the town of Bofton, for the 
bufinefs or employment of baking of bread for fale, 
other than fuch as are now occupied and improved 
for that ufe, unlefs in fuch parts of the town as the 
Juftices of the Peace and Selectmen of the faid'town, 
or the major part of both,fhall determine convenient, 
fuch determination to be certified under their hands : 
And if any perfon fhall offend againft this Att, he 
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Forty Pounds for 
every fix months, and fo in proportion for a greater 
or leffer time he fhall fo occupy or improve any tene- 
ment or building, that fhall not be licenfed or allow- 
ed as aforefaid, other than fuch as are now occupied 
for that ufe, one half thereof to be paid for the ufe 
of the poor of the town of Bofton, the other half to 
him or them that fhall inform and fue for the fame, 
to be recovered before the Court of General Seffions 
of the Peace for the county of Suffolk. 

An 
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An ACT for regulating Lamps already 

fet up, or that may hereafter be fet up, for en- 
lightening the Streets, Lanes, Alleys or Paf- 
fage Ways, in the Town of Bofton, and to pre- 
vent the breaking or otherwife damnifying 
the fame ; and alfo eftablifhing the Method 
for paying the Expenfes that may arife in fup- 
porting and maintaining faid Lamps. 

.Patted in 1773. — Made perpetual in 1797. 

HEREAS the enlightening of ftreets, lanes, 
alleys and paflage ways in large and popu- 
lous towns, by lamps hung up in the night time, is 
not only ornamental, but very advantageous to all 
fuch perfons as have occafion to pafs in and through 
the fame about the;r lawful buiinefs, and tend great- 
ly for the fafety and prefervation of the inhabitants, 
by the difcovery and prevention of fires, burglaries, 
robberies, thefts and other leffer breaches of the 
Peace : 

Be it therefore enacled by the Governor, Council, and 
Houfe of Reprcfentatives , That from and after the 
publication of this Act, it mail and may be lawful 
for the Selectmen of the town of Boilon, for the 
time being, or a major part of them, or fuch perfons 
as they ihall think fit to appoint for that purpofe un- 
der them, to fet up and affix fuch and fo many 
lamps, and in fuch ftreets, lanes, alleys and paffage 
ways in f a id tov:n,£or enlightening the fame, as the 
town, or fuch perfons as they may appoint, mail in 
their judgment think nefeffary and for the common 
benefit. And the better to prefer ve and regulate 
fuch lamps, laid Selectmen are hereby empowered to 

appoint 
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appoint and contract with any meet perfon or per- 
fons for the lightening, cleaning, muffing and re- 
pairing the fame, and give fuch directions from time 
to time relative to faid lamps, and lighting and reg- 
ulating the fame, as they {hall think beft. 

And whereas many of the inhabitants of the faid 
town of Bofton have, by a generous fubfcription, 
raifed a fum of money fuf&cient for purchafmg fuch 
a number of lamps as will be neceffary for illumin- 
ating the ftreets, &c. in that metropolis ; and as the 
deftroying or breaking the fame will not only be in- 
jurious to the encouragers of fo laudable a defign, 
but to the public in general : 

Be it therefore further enacled, That if at any time 
after the publication of this A61, any perfon or per- 
fons ihall and do wilfully and malicioufly break, 
throw down, or extinguish any lamp that is or fhall 
be hung or fet up to light the ftreets, lanes, alleys or 
paifage ways within faid town of Bofton, either by 
faid town, or by any private inhabitant, or mall wil- 
fully or malicioufly damage the poft, iron or other 
furniture thereof, every perfon fo offending therein, 
and being thereof convicled by the lawful teftimony 
of one or more witnefs or witneffes, in any of his 
Majefly's Courts of General Seffions of the Peace, to 
be thereafter held within and for the county of Suf- 
folk, who are hereby empowered to hear and deter- 
mine the offence, mail forfeit and pay the fum of 
Twenty Pounds', for each lamp fo broken or damni- 
fied, and the like fum for each poft, or the iron or 
other furniture fo broken or damaged, and cofts of 
profecution. And if any perfon or perfons flial 
cidentally or undefignedly break, throw dov 
otherwife damage any poft, iron or furniture of 
lamp, he fhall pay fo much as, in the judgm 
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the Selectmen of faid town for the time being, fhall 
fully repair the damage done, into the hands of the 
Selectmen, or to fuch perfon as they may appoint to 
receive the fame : And if any fuch perfon or per- 
fons mail refufe to pay faid Selectmen, or the perfon 
they fhall appoint in manner asaforefaid, the Treaf- 
urer of the town of Bofton is hereby empowered to 
profecute any perfon or perfons for faid damages, 
before any one of his Majefty's juftices of the Peace 
in faid county of Suffolk, who is hereby empowered 
to hear and determine the fame ; provided the 
double damages do not exceed Forty Shillings ; if more, 
then to be recovered in any court proper to try the 
fame ; and upon conviction, to give judgment for 
double damages and for cofts of profecution, and 
award execution accordingly. And if any perfon 
or perfons, fentenced to pay the aforefaid fine of 
Twenty Pounds and colts, fhall refufe to pay the fame, 
he or they mail be punifhed for the offence by being 
imprifoned not exceeding fix months, or by whip- 
ping not exceeding twenty ftripes. 

And be it further enacted, That the Selectmen of 
the town of Bofton for the time being, be, and they 
are hereby empowered to take down or remove any 
poft or fign thereon in any ftreet, lanes, alleys or paf- 
lage ways in faid town, or that now are or hereafter 
may be fixed, or that adjoin to any dwelling-houfe 
or building, in cafe they fliall judge any fuch "poft or 
fign tends to intercept or anyways leffcn the light 
in faid lamp ; or faid Selectmen may direct and or- 
der the owner of fuch pofts or figns to take down 
and remove the fame ; and if fuch owner or owners 
mail refufe fo to do for the fpace of forty-eight hours 
after fuch order or notice given, he, {he or they fhall 
forfeit and pay the fum of Six Shillings, for every 
twenty-four hours the fame fhall remain ftanding or 
fixed to any building : 

And 
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And be it further enacted, That the lines and for- 
feitures arifing by the breaches of this Act, mall be 
applied to the ufes following, that is to fay, one 
moiety or half part thereof for the purchasing, re- 
pairing, fupplying and maintaining the lamps^ the 
other moiety to the perfon who fhall inform and 
profecute for the fame. 

Provided always,. That the owners of any lamps 
placed or fet up in faid town at their own private 
expenfe, may at any time take down or remove the 
fame, or extinguifh the light thereof, any thing in 
this Act notwithstanding. 

And whereas the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of the town of Bofton, at their legal and regular 
meeting on the eleventh day of May kft, voted that a 
fuflicient number of lamps fhould be fet up and fixed 
in faid town for enlightening the fame in manner as 
aforefaid : 

Be it further enabled, That faid inhabitants, at any 
legal town meeting, may make fuch provifion for 
the fupporting and maintaining faid lamps and 
lights, and other neceffary charges attending the 
fame, as they fhall judge beft, by railing fuch a fum 
of money yearly by a tax laid on the inhabitants, as 
may by them be thought neceffary for that purpofe. 

An ACT for regulating Hackney Car- 
riages in the Town cf Bofton, and to repeal 
an A£k heretofore made for that Purpofe. 

i. pE it enacled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, in General Court affembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That no perfon or perlbns fnall 
be permitted to fet up or employ any coach, chari- 
ot, coachee or other carriage, in the town of Bof- 
H ton, 
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ton, for the purpofe of conveying perfons for hire* 
until the owner thereof .fliall obtain a licenfe for that 
purpofe, in writing, from the major part of the Se- 
lectmen of faid town, which licenfe fliall be and re- 
main in full force for one year from the date of it, 
unlefs fooner revoked or annulled by faid Selectmen, 
or a major part of them ; and the faid Selectmen are 
hereby authorized to grant licenfes for fuch number 
of hackney coaches and carriages, and to make fuch 
rules and regulations for the {landing of faid car- 
riages in the different ftrcets of faid town, as they 
mall judge proper, and the fame to change and vary 
as occafion may require. 

i . And be it further enabled, That the Selectmen 
of faid town be, and they are hereby authorized and 
directed to caufe all fuch hackney carriages to be 
numbered and regiftered in a book to be kept by 
the Town-Clerk for that purpofe, and the number of 
each carriage fhall be fixed upon the fame, in fuch 
confpicuous place or places as the faid Selectmen fhall 
direct ; and the fees for each licenfe, to be paid by 
the perfon receiving the fame, {hall be One Dollar. 

3. And be it further enabled, That any perfon who 
fliall fet up or ufe any hackney carriage for the pur- 
pofe aforefaid, without having obtained a licenfe 
from the faidSclectmen,orwho, having obtained fuch 
licenfe, fliall continue to keep and ufe fuch carriage 
after the fame licenfe fliall be revoked, annulled, or 
become void, according to this Act, fhall forfeit and 
pay for every time fuch carriage fhall be ufed, a fum 
not exceeding Four Dollars. And every fuch hack- 
ney carriage, that fliall be found ftanding or plying 
in any ftrcet or highway, contrary to the regulations 
of the faid Selectmen, or without its number painted 
on it as aforefaid, or after the licenfe therefor fliall 

have 
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have been revoked or annulled by the faid Select- 
men, or expired by this Act, and before the fame 
ihall have been renewed, (hall be considered as an 
unlicenfed carriage, and the owner of the fame fhall 
be fubjected to the like forfeiture as in the cafe of an 
unlicenfed carriage, for every fuch offence. 

4. And be it further enacled, That the faid Select- 
men be, and they hereby are authorized and empow- 
ered to revoke and annul any licenfe by them given 
as aforefaid, at any time they may think proper, for 
the breach of any rules and regulations by them pre- 
fcribed, or for any grofs mifbehaviour of the driver, 
in driving, in abufive language, orotherwife ; com- 
plaint having been previoully made to them and 
they having heard the parties, or the owner, after 
reasonable notice, making default of appearance to 
anfwer thereto. 

5. And be it further entitled. That the perfon in 
whofe name a licenfe is taken out for a hackney 
carriage, as aforefaid, lhall, for all the purpofes of 
this Aft, be confidered as the owner of the fame, 
and liable to all forfeitures and penalties herein con- 
tained, unlefs,upon the fale of his carriage, notice be 
given thereof and the licenfe delivered up to the Se- 
lectmen; and the publications of the rules and regu- 
lations of faid Selectmen, and of the annulling and 
revoking any licenfe as aforefaid, in the newfpaper 
printed by the printer for the Commonwealth for 
the time being, ihall be deemed and taken, to all in- 
tents and purpofes, as fufftcient notice of the fame, 
to all fuch owners of carriages as aforefaid. 

6. And be it further enacled, That a major part of 
the Selectmen be authorized and empowered to make 
fuch rules and regulations, eftablifhing the rates and 

prices 
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prices to be paid for the carriage and conveyance of 
pcrfons in laid hackney coaches, within the limits of 
the town of Bofton, as they may from time to time 
judge reafonable, regard being had to the time and 
diftance. And if any owner or driver of a hackney 
carriage mall demand and extort, from any perfon 
or perfons, a fum beyond the rates which may thus 
be eitabliihed by the faid Selectmen, the licenfe of 
filch carriage, upon complaint made to the Select- 
men as aforefaid, after a due hearing, may be for- 
feited and revoked, and the owner fhall be further 
liable to refund the fum thus received and extorted 
to the party grieved. And all the penalties and for- 
feitures aforefaid fhall be recovered in an action on 
the cafe, before any Juftice of the Peace of the coun- 
ty of Suffolk, to the ufe of the perfon who fhall fue 
for the fame. 

7. And be it further enafled, That an Act for reg- 
ulating hackney carriages in the town of Bofton, 
ma^e and paffed on the twenty-third day of Febru- 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
ired and ninety-fix, be, and the fame hereby is 
I, excepting fo far as the licenfes granted un- 
fame Act, ihall continue and be in force, but 
fubject to the conditions and limitations of this Act. 

[PalTed November 25, 1796.3 



Extract of " An Act providing for 

the due Observation of the Lord's Day." 



or 
o 



" /[ND be it further enacled, That no owner c 

driver of any hackney carriage belonging to 
the town of Bofton, mail drive faid hackney carriage 
into or from faid town on the Lord's day, without 

firft 
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firft having obtained a certificate of permiffidn from 
fome Juftice of the Peace within laid town for him- 
felf and each and every paffenger by him fo carried, 
on the pain and penalty of forfeiting his licenfe for 
letting up, keeping and driving faid hackney car- 
riage, for the term of three years next after commit- 
ting fuch offence." 

[Faffed March n, 1797.] 



An ACT to prevent Fraud in Fire 

Wood, Bark or Coal, expofed to Sale. 

1. /j£ ^ enafled by the Senate and Houfe cf Repre- 
fentathes,in General Court a/fembled, and by the 
authority of 'the fame ', That all cord wood expofed to 
fale, fliall be four feet long, including half of the 
carf ; and the cord being well and clofe laid togeth- 
er, mail meafure eight iect in length, four feet in 
width, and four feet in height. 

2. Be it further enacted, That in each town or 
diftricl in this Commonwealth, where the inhabit- 
ants mall, in town meeting legally ailembled, judge 
and vote the fame to be neceflary, and wherein fire 
wood or bark is ufually fold, the Selectmen mall an- 
nually, or as occafion may require, appoint one or 
more fuitable perfons, and conveniently fituated in 
the town or diftricl, to be meafurers of wood and 
bark there expofed or brought in for fale, and mail 
give public notice thereof ; which meafurer or meaf- 
urers fliall be fworn to the faithful and diligent dif- 
charge of their office, and mail receive fuch fees or 
allowance for their fervice as the Selectmen fliall ap- 
point, to be paid by the driver of the wood or bark, 
and repaid by the buyer, where brought in by land, 

and 
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and by the wharfinger where brought in by water, 
and the meafurer 11ij.11 be entitled to his action there- 
for, accordingly. 

3. Be it further enacled, That if any fire wood or 
bark brought by land into any town or diftrict for 
fale, wherein fuch meafurers (hall be appointed, fhall 
be offered for fale before the fame (hill be meafured 
by fuch meafurer, and a ticket figned by him and 
delivered to the driver, certifying the quantity of 
wood the load contains, the name of the driver, and 
the town in which he refides, fuch wood or bark 
fhall be forfeited, two thirds to the ufe of the poor 
o f " the town where offered for fale, and the other 

1 part thereof to the meafurer, or any other per- 
who fhall profecute for the fame : Provi 'ed, 
■ no perfon «re any lire 

wood or the qua all be agreed on 

by the buyer ana 

4. Be it further enacted, Thai ny wharfinger 
or carter fhall cart or carry any ii. vood from any 
wharf or landing nlace in any town or dinner,, (ex- 
cept for the ufe and confumption of fuch wharfinger 
or carter) before the fame fhall have been meafured 
by fome meafurer appointed as aforefaid, he fhaii for- 
feit and pay One Dollar for every load of wood fo ear- 
ned off ; one moiety thereof to the ufe of the poor 
of the town where the offence fhall be committed, 
and the other moiety to any perfon who fhall profe- 
cute for the fame T 

5. Be it further enacted, That all bafkets ufed in 
meafuring charcoal, brought into any town or dif- 
trici for fale, fhall contain two bufhels, and be of the 
following dimenfions, to wit : Nineteen inches in 
breadth, in every part thereof, and feventeen inches 

and 
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and a half deep, measuring from the top of the bafk- 
et to the higheft part of the bottom ; and that the 
bafket be well heaped, and alfo be fealed by the i'ealer 
of the town dr diitrict where the perfon foufingthe 
fame mall ufually inhabit or refide ; and every per- 
fon who fhall meafure the charcoal offered for fale in 
any bafket of lefs dimenfions, or not fealed as afore- 
faid, mall forfeit and pay, for each offence, Fifty Cents, 
to the ufes mentioned in the fourth fection afore- 
faid j and fuch bafket fhall be deftroyed. 

6. Be it further enacled, That the Selectmen of any 
town where coal is ufually fold, fhall have power to 
appoint, as occafion may require, fome fuitable per- 
fon to feize and fecure all bafkets improved for meas- 
uring coal, that fhall not be of the dimenfions afore- 
faid, and fealed as aforefaid ; and to profecute 
perfon or perfons as fhall be guilty of a breach of this 
Act. Provided, That no perfon fhall be obliged to 
meafure charcoal, when the quantity fhall be agreed 
on by the buyer and feller. 

7. Be it further enacted, That all the forfeitures 
aforefaid may be recovered, with cofts of fuit, by 
action, bill, plaint, or information, before any court 
proper to try the fame. 

8. Be it further ena&ed, That this Act mail take 
effect and be in force on and after the firft day of 
December next ; and that five Acts relating to the 
fubject matter of this Act, one paffed Anno Domini 
feventeen hundred and five ; another, Anno Domini 
feventeen hundred and ten ; another, Anno Domini 
feventeen hundred and fifty-nine, and continued to 
the firft day of November next ; another Act paffed 
Anno Domini feventeen hundred and feventy-two, 
and another, the eighth day of October, Anno Dom- 
ini 
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ini feventeen hundred and feventy-nine, and con- 
tinued in force, fhall, on and after the faid firft day 
of December, be repealed and ceafe to operate ; ex- 
cept the two claufes in faid Atts, paffed Anno Dom- 
ini feventeen hundred and fifty-nine, and feventeen 
hundred and feventy-two, which claufes relate only 
to the town of Bofton ; and except the faid Acts 
fhall remain in force for the recovery of all forfeit- 
ures that fliallaccrueunder the fame before that time. 

[PaflTed March 7, 1797.] 



An ACT, in addition to an Ad, enti- 
tled, " An Act to prevent Fraud in Fire Wood, 
Bark or Coal, expofed to Sale," made and paff- 
ed March feventh, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and ninety-feven. 

1 . Z>E it enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 

tatives, in General Court aj/embled, and by the 

authority of the fame, That all cord wood brought in 

by water into any town or diftricl: for fale, fhall be 

meafured by a meafurer duly appointed and fworn, 

as directed in faid Act ; and in order thereto, the 

wood, fo brought in,' fhall be corded and piled by it- 

felf upon the wharf or land whereon the fame fhall 

be landed, in ranges, making up in height what fhall 

be wanting in length ; at which time it fhall be fo 

meafured, and a ticket given to the purchafer, who 

be obliged to pay the ftated fees or allowance 

ice, as appointed by the Selectmen. 

Y further enaclcd. That every wharfinger, 

driver, who fhall cart or carry any fire 

wood from any wharf or landing place in any town 

or difl rid, fhall be furniflied bv the owner or feller 

of 



TOWN AFFAIRS. 6s 

of filch wood, with a ticket, certifying the quantity 
the load contain?, and the name of the driver. And 
if any fire wood (hall be carted or carried as afore- 
faid, without fuch ticket accompanying the fame, or 
if any driver fhall refufe to produce and mew fuch 
ticket on demand, to any meafurer duly fworn as 
aforefaid, or his ennfent to have the fame meafured, 
or if fuch ticket fhall certify a greater quantity of 
wood than the load contains in the opinion of the 
meafurer aforefaid, after meafuring the fame, fuch 
wood fhall be forfeited and fcized, two thirds to the 
life of the poor of the town where offered for fale, 
and the other one third to the meafurer, or who- 
ever fhall profecute for the fame : to be recovered 
as the other forfeitures- in the fa-id Ace are directed 
to be recovered. Provided ncverthj'fs, That nothing 
herein contained lhall be conftrued to extend to anv 
perfon or perfons who fhall tranfport or cart, or 
caufe to be tranfported or carted, from any wharf or 
landing place, to his or their own dwellin^-houfes or 
ftores, any cord wood, which he or they fhall have 
purchafed on fuch wharf or landing place, or fhall 
have landed thereon upon his or their own account. 

3. Be it further enatlcd, That the provifo in the 
third feclion, and the provifo in the fixth feclion in 
faid Act, be and they hereby are repealed. 

[PafTedy^;?^ 22, 1799-] 

An ACT to provide for the Storing 

and fafe Keeping of Gun-Powder in the Town 
of Bofton, and to prevent Damage from the 
fame. 

1 . pE it enacted by the Se?:ate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
tati-ves, in General Court ajemb/ed, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That all gun-powder imported 

I and 
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and landed at the port of Boiton, fhall be brought to 
and lodged in the powder-houfe or magazine in laid 
town, and not elfewhere, on pain of confifcation of 
all powder put or kept in any other houfe or place ; 
one moiety thereof to and for the ufe and fupply of 
the public ftore of the ftate, and the other moiety to 
the informer. Provided neverthe/efs, That it fhall and 
may be lawful for any perfon^to keep in his houfe 
or fhop, for fale, by retail, the quantity of twenty- 
five pounds of gun-powder at one time, which quan- 
tity fhall be kept in brafs, copper, or in tin tunnels, 
and no otherwife, under the penalty of forfeiting all 
fuch gun-powder ; one moiety to the ufe of the Fire- 
wards of the town of Bofton, and the other moiety 
to the ufe of him or them who fhall inform of the 
fame, 

2. And be it further enacled by the authority afore- 
faid, That for all powder belonging to merchants or 
other private perfons, put into the faid magazine, 
there fhall be paid to the ufe of the Commonwealth 
Twenty Cents per barrel, containing one hundred 
pounds weight, at the receipt thereof, and Ten Cents 
per barrel of like weight, per month, after the firft 
month, during all the time which it fhall be flored 
or kept therein, and Twenty-five Cents upon each de- 
livery of any quantity thereof; out of which (if there- 
be fufficient to anfwer it) the charge of looking after 
the faid houfe and the powder lodged there fhall be 
defrayed. And the Governor, with the advice and 
confent of the Council, is hereby authorized to ap- 
point a Keeper of the faid magazine, and to give ne- 
ceffary inftructions and orders from time toume as 
they fhall think fit, for regulating the keeping, turn- 
ing and managing of all powder put into the faid 
magazine for the preferving thereof. And the faid 
Keeper fhall give bond to the Treafurer of the Com- 
monwealth, 
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monwealth, for the ufe thereof, in fuch fum and with 
fuch furety as to the Governor and Council {hall 
appear proper, for the faithful difcharge of the duties 
of . his office. And the Keeper of faid houfe fhall 
duly attend at proper hours, to be affigned by the 
Governor and Council, for the receiving and deliv- 
ering out of merchants' powder. And if, at any 
time, the payment for merchants' powder (an ac- 
count whereof mail be rendered on oath) will not 
defray the expenfe of looking after the faid houfe, fo 
much as is wanting fhall be paid out of the public 
treafury. 

3. And be it further enacted. That no gun-powder 
fhall be kept on board any fhip or other veffel, lying 
to, or grounded at any wharf within the port of 
Boflon ; and if any gun-powder fhall be found on 
board fuch fhip or veffel, lying at any wharf or 
aground, fuch powder fhall be liable to confifcation, 
and under the fame penalty as if it were found lying 
in any houfe or warehoufe, 

4. And be it further enacled, That any perfon 
within the town of Boflon, that fhall prefume to keep 
in his houfe, warehoufe or other building, any pow- 
der, above what is by law allowed, fhall forfeit and 
pay, for every half barrel, the fum of Twenty Dollars, 
and fo in proportion for any greater quantity, over 
and above the forfeiture, and confifcation of the faid 
powder, one moiety thereof to the ufe of the town, 
the other moiety to him or them who fhall inform 
of the fame. 

5. And be it further enacled by the authority afore- 
faid, That it mall be the duty of the Firewards of 

the town of Boflon, to profecutc for all breaches of 
this Ad, in any court proper to try the fame, and 

that 
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that a law, made in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fix, for erecting a powder-houfe in the 
town of Bolton ; and one Act made in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and fifteen ; one Act in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and nineteen ; and 
one Act made in the year one ffioufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty in addition to the fame, be and 
hereby are repealed. 

[PalTed Juneig, 1801.] 



An ACT to regulate the Paving- of 

Streets in the Town of Bollon, and for remov- 
ing ObitrucTions in the fame. 

1 . pE it enacled by the Senate and Hoitfe of Repre- 
fentatives, in General Court affembled, and by 
the authority cf the fame, That all itreets (hall hereafter 
be paved in the town of Bofton, agreeable to the 
following regulations, \iz. 

The foot path or walk, on each fide of every ftreet, 
(hall be of the breadth of one fixth part of the width 
of the whole ftreet ; and mall be laid cr paved with 
bricks or flat ftones, and fecured with a beam or cut 
itone along the outride thereof ; and the middle or 
remaining four ftxths of every ftreet fhall remain as 
a paffage way for carnages of burthen or pleafure, 
and mail have a gutter cm each fide thereof, or oth- 
erwife, as the Surveyors of Highways in the faid town 
fhall determine ; and fhall be paved with p-ood and 
fufheient paving ftones. 

Provided alwayz, That if in any ftreet io to be 
paved, the fides fhall not exactly range, the gutter 
or ouifide of the foot walk fhall be laid out, as°ncar- 
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ly in a ftralght line as the ftreet will admit of. And in 
all fquares,and other large open fpaces,and in allftreets, 
the breadth of which fhall not conform to this law, 
the breadth of the foot walk, and the afcent and de- 
icent and the crooning of the pavement in every 
ftrcet mail be regulated by theSurveyors of Highways. 

1. And be it further enacted, That where the cart- 
way in any public ftrcet {hall be hereafter ordered 
to be paved, every owner of the lot or lots of ground, 
upon fuch ftreet, mall, without delay, at his own 
coft, caufe the foot way in front of his ground to be 
paved with bricks or fiat flones, and Supported by 
timber or hewn flones, and kept in repair, the fame to 
be done under the direction of and to the approoation 
of the Surveyors of Highways, And if the ow ne-r or 
owners of fuch lots fhall neglect to pave with bricks 
or flat ftones, and to fupport the foot way, for the 
fpace of twenty days after he or the tenant of fuch 
lot, or the attorney of the faid owner or owners, (hall 
have been thereto required by any of the Surveyors 
of Highways ; then it fhall be lawful for the faid Sur- 
veyors of Highways, and they are hereby enjoined 
and required, to pave the faid foot ways with brick 
or flat ftones, and to fupport and to defend the fame, 
and to repair the fame, and mail recover the whole 
amount thereof by action of the cafe to be brought 
by the Surveyors of Highways, before any court 
proper to try the fame. Provided ne-vert/be/e/s, That 
in all cafes where applications may be made for new 
paving of ftreets, any individuals who may be affect- 
ed thereby may make their objections to the Select- 
men, or Surveyors of Highways, who are directed to 
take them into confideration, while deliberating on 
the expediency of faid application, and to pave the 
fame at the expenfe of faid town, wherever they 
think it expedient. Provided a/Jb, That where there 

are 
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arc any vacant lots of land in any fuch flreets, the 
Surveyors of Highways may,at their difcretion, allow 
the owner or owners thereof to cover the foot path 
with planks, which fhall be removed, and the brick 
or flat ftone pavement {hall be crcripleted whenever 
it may become ncceffary in the judgment of laid , 
Surveyors. 

5. And be it further enacted, That the Selectmen 
of the faid town of Bofton for the time being, when- 
ever, in their opinion, the fafety and convenience of 
the inhabitants of faid town (hall require it, fhall be 
and they hereby are empowered to lay out or widen 
any flreet, lane or alley of faid town, and for that 
purpofe to remove any building or buildings of what 
nature foever ; and the owner or owners of fuch 
building fhall be entitled to receive compenfation for 
the damages, which he or they may fuftain by fuch 
removal, which damages fhall be afcertained, deter- 
mined and recovered in the way and manner pointed 
out in the Act. of this Commonwealth, entitled, " An 
Ail direcling the method of laying out highways" 

4. And be it further enacted, That no canopy, 
balcony, platform of cellar-door, or ftcp in any flreet, 
lane or alley in the town of Bofton, fhall project, in- 
to fuch flreet more than one tenth part of the width 
of the flreet ; and in no cafe more than three feet ; 
an-d all cellar-doors hereafter to be made or repaired, 
mail be built with upright cheeks, and fhall not pro- 
ject from the line of the houfe more than fix inches. 
And if any proprietor or owner of any fuch canopy, 
balcony, platform or cellar-door, or ileps, fhall refufe 
or neglect to remove or take down the fame, within 
five days after notice and direction given him or 
them by the Surveyors of Highways, or any perfon 
empowered by them to that purpofe, fuch owner or 

proprietor 
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proprietor fhall forfeit and pay the fum of Two Dol- 
lars for each and every day the fame fhall remain af- 
ter the expiration of the laid five days. 

5. And be it farther enaclcd, That no poft fhall be 
creeled or fet in aig of the flreets of the faid town of 
Bofton, except at the corners or interferon of two 
flreets, and in fuch other places as the Surveyors of 
Highways may authorize anddirect, and the faidSur- 
veyors may remove the fame. And no perfon fha":i 
plant any tree in any ftreet in the faid town of Bol- 
ton, without leave firft obtained from the Surveyors 
of Highways, who fhall have power to remove the 
fame. And if any perfon fhall drive any horfe or 
cart, or any wheel-carriage of burthen or p!eafure,or 
wheel any wheel-barrow on the foot walk of any 
ftreet in faid town of Bofton, fuch perfon fhall forfeit 
and pay the fum of One Dollar for every fuch offence, 
to be recovered by action of debt, in the name of the 
Surveyors of Highways, before any Juflice of the 
Peace in the county of Suffolk. And no perfon fhall, 
in future, make, erect, or have any portico or porch, 
any bow-window, or other window which fhall pro- 
ject into the flreets of the faid town of Bofton, more 
than one foot beyond the front of his or her houfe, 
or hang any fign, or any goods, wares or merchan- 
dize, which fhall project into the ftreet more than 
one foot beyond the front of his or her houfe or lot. 
And if any perfon fhall hereafter offend againft this 
provifion, every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit and 
pay the fum of One Dollar, for each and every day 
fuch portico or porch, bow- window or other window 
fhall be continued, after notice given to him by the 
Surveyors of Highways, or by any perfon by them 
authorized to that purpofe. 

6. And be it further enacled. That if any perfon or 
perfons fhall continue to place in the ftreet, contrary 

to 
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to the meaning of this Act, any goods, wares or mer- 
chandizes, it (hall be lawful for the Surveyors of 
Highways of the faid town of Bolton, or any perfon 
empowered by them, to remove fuch goods, wares 
or merchandizes, and to keep them in fafe cutlody, 
and the proprietor or owner of hjch goods, wares or 
merchandize mall not have the lame goods rcilorcd, 
until he or they {hall have paid to the perfon or per- 
fon.; fo removing them, all expenfes of removing and 
itoring them, and a reasonable compenfation for the 
time fo employed in their removal, as well as the fine 
aforeiaid. And if any perfon {hall place or pile any 
empty boxes, barrels, hogfheads, or other convenien- 
cy, capable of containing goods or merchandize, or 
that may have contained goods or merchandize, in 
any part of the ftreets of the faid town of Bofton, 
more than five minutes after notice ofiven to remove 
the fame, fuch perfon mall forfeit and pay the fum of 
Two Dollars for each and every fuch oiTence, to be 
recovered by action of debt by the Surveyors of High- 
ways, before any Juftice of the Peace in the faid 
county. 

7. And be it further entitled. That if any driver, 
owner, or perfon having the ordering or care of any 
cart, waggon, itage or hackney coach, ftage waggon 
or other carriage, new or old, finifhed or unfinished, 
fhall fufier the fame to be and remain in any Greet, 
lane or alley of the faid town, more than one hour 
after the fame fhall have firft been placed there, un- 
lefs by the permiffion of the Surveyors o# Highways, 
every fuch owner, driver, or perfon having the care 
or ordering of fuch carriage, as aforefaid, fhall forfeit 
and pay the fum of One Dollar for each and evcrv 
fuch offence, to be recovered as above directed. Pro- 
vided neverthelefs, That no profecution mall be com- 
menced againtt any driver of any cart or waggon 

cominp- 
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coming from the country, unlefs by the particular 
'direction and order of the Selectmen. 

8. And be it further enacled. That all the forfeit- 
ures and fines which may be recovered in purfuance 
of this Act, (hall go and be diftributed, one moiety 
thereof to the poor*>f the town of Bofton, and the 
other nfoiety to the Surveyors of Highways. 

[Paffed June 22, 1799.] 

An ACT empowering the Selectmen 

of fuch Towns in this Commonwealth, as are 
already, or may hereafter be provided with a 
Fire Engine or Engines, to nominate and ap- 
point Engine Men. 

WHEREAS it is of great importance to the 
prefervation of life and property, that pro- 
vifion be made to extinguiih fires ; and the method 
of felecting fuitable perfons for the purpofe of keep- 
ing in repair and working fire engines in fuch, 
towns as are provided therewith, hath been produc- 
tive of s;ood confequences : 

1 . Be it therefore enacled by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, in General Court djfembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That the Selectmen of fuch 
towns in this Commonwealth as are provided with 
a fire engine or engines, or who may in future be 
provided with a fire engine or engines, be^ and they 
are hereby empowered, if they fhall judge it expedi- 
ent, to nominate and appoint a number of fuitable 
perfons for Engine Men, as foon as may be, after the 
pafiing of this Act, and ever after in the month of 
January, annually, not exceeding eighteen to any 
enc engine, which Engine Men,who may be nomina- 
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ted and appointed in manner aforefaid, be and they 
arc hereby authorized and empowered to meet to- 
gether foinetime in the month of May, annually, for 
the purpofe of" choofing a m after or director of the 
faid engine, and eftablifhing fuch rules and regula- 
tions for the well ordering of the faid company, as 
the Selectmen of fuch town fhall judge ncceflary and 
approve ; provided the lame be not repugnant to 
the Confiitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

2. An J be it cnaclcd by the authority aforefaid, That 
the refpectivc companies of Engine Men, who may be 
nominated and appointed in purfuance of this Act, 
fhall be held and obliged to meet together once at 
Jeafl in each month, and oftener, if neceflary, for the 
purpofe of examining the ftate of the engine to 
which they belong, and the appendages belonging to 
the fame, and feeing that the faid engine is in good 
repair, and ready to proceed on any emergency to 
the relief of any part of the community who may be 
invaded by the calamity of fire ; and the faid En- 
gine Men, appointed as aforefaid, fliall be held and 
obliged to go forward, either by night or by day, and 
ufe their beft endeavours to extinguifli any fire that 
may happen in the fame town, or the vicinity there- 
of (under the direction of the Fire wards in the fame 
town) as fliall come to their knowledge, without 
delay. 

3. Beit enacledby the authority aforefaid, That the 
pcrions who may be nominated and appointed En- 
gine Men, in purfuance of this Act, fhall be and they 
are hereby qxcufed from all military duty. 

4. Be it enaft'ed by the authority aforefaid, That if 
any perfon, who, being nominated and appointed in 
Runner herein before directed, fhall be negligent 

and 
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and remifs in the duties required of him by this Ad, 
except ficknefs or any other difability {hall prevent 
him therefrom, it mail be the duty of the Selectmen 
in the fame town, upon fuflicient evidence thereof, 
to ftrike his name from fuch lift, and proceed to ap- 
point another perfon as an Engine Man, in his room, 
in the fame manner as they are herein before em- 
powered to do in the month of January annually. 
[Paffed March 15, 1785.] 

An ACT to empower the Selectmen 

of the Towns of Bolton ?Jid Charleftown, to 
increafe the Number of Engine Men in faid 
Towns, and for other Purpofes. 

1 , Z? E it enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprcfen- 
tatives, in General Court affembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, That the Selectmen of the towns 
of Bofton and Charleftown, be and they hereby are 
refpecYively authorized and empowered, if they mall 
judge it expedient, to nominate and appoint, as foon 
as maybe after the paflkig of this Act, and ever after, 
in the month of January annually, any number, not 
exceeding fix men to each engine, in addition to the 
number of men now authorized by law, 

1. And be it further enacted, That all peribns le- 
gally attached to any engine within this Common- 
wealth, be and they hereby are excufed from being 
chofen or drawn to ferve as Jurors in any court 
within this Commonwealth, in all cafes, where the 
town, to which fuch Engine Men belong, mail, at a 
le^al meeting of its inhabitants, by vote, declare the 
expediency of excufing fuch perfons from ferving as 

Jurors. 

[Patted March 4, 1S01.] 

An 
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An ACT for regulating Drains and 

Common Shores, 

i. RE it enacted by the Senate and Houfc of Rcprcfcnta-. 
tives, in General Court affembled, and by the au- 
thority of the fame „ That if any perfon fhall dig or 
break up the ground in any highway, ftreet or lane, 
in any town, for the laying, altering, repairing, or 
amending of any drain or common fliore, without 
the confent of the Selectmen of the town, fignified 
in writing under the hand of the Town Clerk, fucii 
perfon fhall forfeit and pay Four Dollars for each of- 
fence, to the ufe of the poor of the town, to be re- 
covered, with cofts offuit, in an action of debt, by 
the, Treafurer thereof, before any difinterefted Juftica 
of the Peace in the county. 

i. Be it further enacled, That all drains and com-, 
rnon fhores for the draining of cellars, which {hall 
hereafter be made or repaired in any ftreet or high- 
way, fhall be f ubftantially done with brick or ftone, 
or with fuch other materials as the Selectmen of the 
town fhall permit, and in fuch manner as the faid Se- 
lectmen fhall direct. And when any one or more 
of the inhabitants of any town fhall, by the confent, 
and under the direction aforcfaid, at hi:: or their own 
charge, make and lay any common fhore or main 
drain, for the benefit of themfelves and others, who 
may think fit to join therein, every perfon, who af- 
terwards mall enter his or her particular drain into 
the fame, or by any more remote means fhall receive 
•any benefit thereby, for the draining of their cellars 
or lands, fhall be held to pay to the owner or owners 
of fuch common fliore or main drain, a proportiona- 
ble part of the charge of making or repairing the 

fame 
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fame, to be afcertained and determined by the Select- 
men of the town, or a major part of them, and cer- 
tified under their hands ; laving always to the party 
aggrieved at any fuch determination, a right to ap- 
peal to the Court of General Sefiions of the Peace. 

3. Be it further enabled, That when any eomr 
mon more or main drain fliall be flopped or gone to 
decay, fo that it lhall be necefiary to open the fame 
in order to repair it or remove fuch ftoppage, all the 
perfons, who mall be benefited by fuch repairs or re- 
moval of obftructions, lhall be held to pay their pro- 
portionable parts of the expenfes thereof, as well 
thofe who do not, as thofe who do caufe fuch repairs 
to be made or obftructions removed ; to be afcertain- 
ed and determined by the Selectmen as aforefaid, fav- 
Ing an appeal as aforefaid. And each perfon fo held 
to pay his or her part fliall have notice thereof, ot 
die fum, and to whom to be paid ; and if fuch per- 
fon (hall not pay the fame within ten days after fuch 
notice, to the perfon appointed by the Selectmen to 
receive it, he or fhemall be held to pay the perfon fo 
appointed, double the fum mentioned in fuch certif- 
icate, with all cofts arifing upon fuch neglect ; and 
fuch perfon is hereby impowered to bring an action 
or actions for the fame accordingly. 

4. Provided always, That the perfon or perfons 
who fliall have occafion to open any common more 
or main drain, in order to clear and repair the fame, 
{hall, feven days at leaft before they begin to open the 
fame, notify all perfons interefted therein, by adver- 
tifing in fuch manner as the Selectmen may direct, 
that they may (if they think proper) object thereto,, 
and lay their objections in perfon or writing before 
the Selectmen ; and if the Selectmen, or the major 

part 
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part of them, mall judge the objections reasonable, 
then the perfon or perfons making the fame fhall not 
be held to pay any part of fuch expenfes ; but if tliey 
do not make their obie6tions as aforefaid to the Se- 
lectmen, within three days after being fjs notified, or 
if they fhall deerr. the objections not to be fufficient, 
then they mall, under their hands, give liberty to the 
perfons applying to proceed to open fuch common 
more or main drain, and clean and repair the fame ; 
and all interefted therein mail pay their proportions 
as is provided in this Act. 

»- 

5. Provided alfo, That nothing in this Act mall be 
underftood or conftrued to affect or make void any 
covenants or agreements already made, or that may 
hereafter be made, among the proprietors of fuch 
drains or common mores. 

6. Be it further enafted, That this Aft mall take 
effect and be in force on and after the firft day of July 
next ; and that an Act, palled Anno Domini one 
thoufand feven hundred anci nine, for regulating 
drains and common mores, and another Act, pafled 
Anno Domini one thoufand feven hundred and fix- 
ty-three, in addition thereto, and continued in force 
to the firft day of November next, be repealed on and 
after the firft day of July, except as to the enforcing 
payment of fuch forfeitures as may before that time 
accrue by virtue thereof. 

[Pa{Ted February 20, 1 797-1 
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An ACT for preventing Common 

Nuifances. 

1. T>E it enabled by the Senate and Hoiife cf Rcprcfcn- 
tativeS) in General Court ajfembled, and by ths 
authority of the 'fame/rhzt the Selectmen of Bo/ton, Sa- 
lem, NezL'bury-Port and Cbarkjlown, respectively, and 
of every other town in this Commonwealth, where 
the Selectmen thereof, together with any two Juftices 
of the Peace in the fame county, (hall judge fuch reg- 
ulation to be neceffary, fhall from time to time, as 
occalion {hall be, affign fome certain places for the 
exerciling of any of the trades or employments of 
killing creatures for meat, diftilling of Spirits, trying 
of tallow or oil, currying of leather, and making 
earthen ware, and forbid and reftrain the exercife of 
either of them in other places not fo approved and 
allowed ; and all alignments of fuch houfes or places 
by Selectmen, with the affent of two or more Juftices, 
for the exercife of any of the occupations aforefaid, 
{hall be entered in the town book where fuch Select- 
men reflectively belong ; and alio made known by 
having notifications thereof pofted up in fome public 
places in the fame town. 

1. And be it further enabled, That when any houfe 
affigned for the exercifing of cither of the aforefaid 
trades or employments becomes a nuifance, by reafon 
of offenfive and ill flenches proceeding from the fame, 
or becomes otherways hurtful or dangerous to the 
neighbourhood or travellers, it {hall and may be law- 
ful to and for the Court of General SelTions of the 
Peace, within the county, to caufe inquiry to be 
made thereinto by a jury, and to fuppreft fuch nui- 
fance, by prohibiting and reftraining the further ufe 
thereof for the exercife of either of the aforefaid 

trades 
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trades or employments, under a fine not exceeding 
Three Pounds a month, to the ufe of the poor of the 
town ; or by caufing fuch nuifance to be removed or 
prevented, as the laid Juftices in feffions, in their dif- 
cretion, {hall think expedient and neceflary* 

3. And be it further enacted, That if any diftiller, 
tallow chandler, manufacturer of oil, currier, butcher 
or potter, mall make ufe of any houfe or place, other 
than fuch as are or may be afligned and permitted in 
confequence of this Act, for the exercife of the em- 
ployments aforcfaid, or any of them, the perfon fo 
offending fhall forfeit and pay a fine of Five Pounds, 
one half thereof for the ufe of this Commonwealth, 
and the othci; half part for the ufe of him or them 
that fhall profecute and fue therefor, by action of 
debt, in the Court of Common Pleas ; and if con- 
victed on the prefentment of a Grand Jury, in the 
Court of Seflions or Supreme Judicial Court, the 
whole penalty fhall enure to the ufe of the Common- 
wealth ; and in either cafe the offender lhall alfo en- 
ter into recognizance, in fuch fum as the fame Court 
fhall order, not to improve fuch building for either 
of the faid purpofes for the term of three years then 
next ; and in default of entering into fuch recogni- 
zance, to be committed to the common gaol ; or fuch 
building may be taken down by the order of the 
fame Court, as being a common nuifance, and the 
materials, or fuch part of them as may be neceffary, 
fold at public auction, to defray the expenfes and 
charges ; and in cafe the materials fhall be infufficient, 
the refidue of the charges to be levied by diftrefs and 
laic of the offender's goods and chattels. 

4. And be it further entitled, by the authority a^ore- 
faidj That all fences or buildings fet up and erected 

on 
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on lands now ufed and improved as public landing 
places or fuch as may be hereafter laid out and appro- 
priated to that ufe, without lawful permiffion there- 
for, fhall be efleemed nuifances, and may be abated 
as fuch. 

[Faffed June 7, 1785.]] 



An ACT in addition to an Act, enti- 
tled, " An AcT to prevent Common Nui- 
fances." 

1 . P£ it enacled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives in General Court ajfembled, and by the au- 
thority of the fame, That when any houfe, afligned for 
the exerciling of either of the trades or employments 
mentioned in the Act aforefaid, becomes a nuifance, 
by reafon of offeniive and ill ftenches proceeding 
from the fame, or becomes otherwife hurtful or dan- 
gerous to the neighbourhood or travellers, it fhall be 
lawful for any perfon or perfons, who may be ag- 
grieved thereby, to give notice thereof to the pro- 
prietor or occupant of fuch houfe, fo deemed to be 
a nuifance ; and if the proprietor or occupant mall 
not forthwith remove the fame nuifance, and if, up- 
on trial as herein after provided, the fame mall be 
conlidered and deemed a nuifance, the owner, pro- 
prietor or occupant of fuch houfe, fhall forfeit and 
pay the fum of Twenty Dollars, for each and every 
month which the faid nuifance fhall continue, after 
fuch notice as aforefaid, to be recovered by action 
of the cafe, by any perfon who fhall firft fue for the 
fame ; and in fuch action it fhall be lawful for the 
defendant to tender the general iffue, and give any 
fpecial matter in evidence ; and if, upon fuch trial. 

L it 
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It mall appear to the jury who mall try the fame 
caufe, that the faid houie fo complained of is not a 
nuifance, it ihall be their duty to acquit the defend- 
ant, and he mail be entitled to his cofts. 

2. Be it further enacled, That any perfon or per- 
fons who may be injured by any fuch nuifance, either 
in his comfort or the enjoyment of his eftate, may 
have and maintain his fpecial action on the cafe, for 
the injury and damage which he or they may fultain 
by reafon of fuch nuifance ; in which action it fhall 
and may be lawful for the defendant to plead the gen-« 
eral iffue, and give any fpecial matter in evidence, 

[Pafled March 4, 1800.] 
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